
Affordable health care 
� Working in partnership with 
Consumers for Affordable 
Health Care, Maine Equal 
Justice Partners, Maine People�s 
Alliance, Maine Council of 
Churches, and the American 
Cancer Society, a Community 
Voices for Coverage application 
was submitted to the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation and 
approved in February 2008 for 
three year funding to advance 
health care coverage for all.

Fair budget and taxes 
� MECEP worked in coalition 
with numerous groups to 
advance progressive tax reform 
ideas ultimately incorporated 
into a bipartisan proposal that 
won approval in the Taxation 
Committee and the House of 
Representatives. These ideas 
are expected to form the basis 
for continuing work in the next 
legislative session.

The Blueprint Project, a 
statewide coalition effort to 
promote a common progressive 
agenda, was transformed into 
Engage Maine. Ben Dudley was 
hired as executive director and 
the groundwork was laid for 
successful coalition campaigns 
in 2008 regarding fair taxes 
and budgets, controlling 
climate change, and health care 
coverage
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Help Spread Prosperity to all of Maine � 
Join the Maine Center for Economic Policy

Donate on-line at www.mecep.org

Send a check to MECEP, PO Box 437, Augusta, ME 04332

Contact us at 207 622-7381 to donate stocks, become a member organization 
or sponsor an event 

Give to MECEP at work through MaineShare

MAINE CENTER FOR 
ECONOMIC POLICY

MISSION

The Maine Center for Economic Policy advances 
public policies that help Maine people prosper in a 
strong, fair and sustainable economy. We advance 
this mission through high-quality research, analysis, 
citizen education, and coalition building. MECEP is 
an independent, nonpartisan organization.

VALUES

Outcome Values:

Economic Security

Shared Prosperity

Thriving Communities

A Fair Budget and Taxes

Sustainable Development

Process Values: 

Quality Research

Issue Framing

Policy Literacy

Collaboration

Broad Participation

2007 was a productive year for the Maine Center for Economic Policy.  We 
continued to focus on our four key issues areas � fair budget and taxes, affordable 
health care, family support, and sustainable development. We�re pleased to have 
made signi� cant progress in all these areas and that our research and analysis 
continues to make a difference to Maine policy-makers and Maine people.  Just a 
few highlights from the year:  

Livable wages and family support � The Maine Center for Economic Policy 
(MECEP) developed and authored the initial methodology to calculate and promote 
livable wages.  This year, the Department of Labor was directed by the legislature 
to adopt our methodology and annually measure, calculate and report the livable 
wages for various household wages.

Under contract to the Department of Human Services, MECEP completed and 
presented a report to the Legislature regarding wages and bene� ts for direct care 
workers.

Workforce development – A Competitiveness Skills Scholarship Fund was 
created by the Legislature for training low-income adults using $1.3 M from the 
Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund .

The Western Maine Sustainable Development Collaborative � of which MECEP 
is a partner � hosted an �investor�s fair� at the Margaret Chase Smith Library 
in Skowhegan to help community based programs market their projects to local 
investors.

In the summer, we began a study on the role of immigrants in the Maine economy. 
This work is continuing through 2008.

Higher education � The State created a new commission to improve access to 
higher education for low-income workers.  Lisa Pohlmann, our associate director, 
served on the commission which provided a report with recommendations to the 
Legislature The Legislature unanimously endorsed the recommendations and we are 
now working on implementation.

Sustainable development � As part of MECEP�s Spreading Prosperity Project we 
published �Health Care and Tourism � A Lead Sector Strategy for Rural Maine.� 
The report received wide press attention including a presentation at the Rural 
Philanthropy Conference in Montana.  The report was used by Ktaadin Resorts 
in their successful application to the Land Use Regulatory Commission (LURC). 
Recommendations from the report have been presented to the Governor�s Quality 
Places Commission.
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PUBLICATIONS 2007

Choices

Tax Reform: A Modest Step in the Right 
Direction

Paid Sick Days are a Workplace Necessity

A New State Study on the Direct Care 
Workforce

EPS: The Bedrock for School Funding Decisions

More Maine Families Go Hungry as Food 
Stamp Program Declines

Getting by: Maine Livable Wages in 2006

State of Working Maine 2007

Building on MaineCare�s Success

Looking at the 2008 Federal Budget

Applying a Business Model to Government: 
Lessons from the Past

Reports

Health Care and Tourism: A Lead Sector 
Strategy for Rural Maine

Maine Revenue and Spending Primer 2007

Maine Center for Economic Policy
I D E A S  F O R  S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y

Annual Report

continued on page 5

Stay informed: Sign up for the 
Maine Center for Economic Policy’s 

e-newsletter and alerts at www.mecep.org
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Joan Sturmthal, Chair
 Civil Liberties Advocate

Garrett Martin, Vice Chair
 Maine Community Foundation

Nancy Fritz, Secretary
 Maine State Housing Authority

Lee Webb, Treasurer
 Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center

Tony Brinkley
 University of Maine

Mary Cathcart
 Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center

Kate Dempsey
 The Nature Conservancy, 
 Maine Chapter

Carla Dickstein
 Coastal Enterprises, Inc.

Daryl Fort
 Violence Prevention Consultant

John Hanson
 Maine State Building & Construction
 Trades Council

Erik Jorgenson
 Maine Humanities Council

Fred Pease
 Retired Minister

Barbara Reinertsen
 United Way of Mid Coast Maine

Annee Tara
 Central Maine Community College

Elizabeth Ward-Saxl
 Maine Coalition against Sexual Assault

David Vail
 Bowdoin College

Douglas Woodbury
 Retired Nonpro� t Executive

Maine Center for Economic Policy
2007 Board of Directors

A fond farewell to 
Lisa Pohlmann, 

MECEP�s Associate Director




