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Quote

"Envisioned under a
Democratic governor,
brought to fruition
under a Republican
governor, and
championed by an
independent governor,
[Land for Maine's
Future] has a
remarkable political
pedigree. But more
important, it is an
extraordinary exemplar
of our democratic
process working at its
best."

Richard B. Anderson and
Mark Sullivan, "LePage's LMF
moves threaten democratic
process," Portland Press
Herald, June 2, 2015.

Facts & Figures

MECEP "Charts"
the Path to
Maine's Budget

Throughout the
legislature's tax and
budget debate, MECEP
informed the
deliberations often with
insightful graphics
which helped to
compare and contrast
various proposals.

Share of State and
Local Taxes Paid by
Income Group after
Plan Implementation
June 16, 2015

Dear MECEP Friend,

The first regular session of the 127th Maine Legislature
adjourned sine die on July 16, 2015. (If you are not
already familiar with the importance of those two

words, sine die, to the state of our current constitutional
discussion, check your favorite print, broadcast, or internet
news source.) As you will see below, throughout the
session, MECEP was a reliable, trusted, and valued
resource to policymakers, the media, and the public. And
as the summer progresses, our 2015 interns are churning
out important research and information that will be
invaluable to our agenda going forward.

First Session Legislative Round-up

The keystone of each
legislature is the
biennial budget it
enacts during the
first session, and
advocating for a
budget that invests
in Maine people is
one of our highest 2 ‘ S '
priorities. The two-year state budget for 2015-16 just
passed over Governor LePages's veto provides more tax
relief for working families than any budget in ten years.

The legislature made the state's Earned Income Tax Credit
refundable, meaning low-income working families can
receive the full value of their income tax credit even if they
have no tax liability. This will increase after-tax earnings
for 100,000 working families in Maine by as much as $9
million per year. The legislature also created a new sales
tax fairness credit to alleviate the impact of sales tax
increases on working families by providing $35 million of
targeted tax relief per year. Policymakers preserved $62
million over the two-year budget cycle in municipal
revenue sharing funds and expanded the homestead
exemption, lowering property taxes for all Mainers. These
actions provide more than $100 million in tax relief to
Maine families and will deliver lasting and meaningful
change that will benefit working families for years to
come.

MECEP was a key contributor to the budget negotiations,
working behind the scenes to provide information that
legislators need and helping to secure a budget that
included unprecedented levels of targeted tax relief for low
income Mainers and more funding for education, property
tax relief, and local services than the governor's budget
proposal. MECEP also played a lead role in calling attention
to the shortcomings of an alternative tax plan put forward
by legislative Republicans.

For more detailed information from MECEP on the budget
and tax deliberations, click here.

In addition to our efforts on legislation to end abusive
lending practices (see below), MECEP provided testimony
and informed the debate on scores of bills on a wide array
of topics. For a summary of our efforts, click here. To



http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=emy95gcab&v=0015Yzr3j_MKFmXWQ7GB-bjAUE01W4lrGrCa5H-kz665iuDaVg-jf1Bfs1GPwNdOMnWBYQzOUDGirjq3szls1QpLKwWLQ55TEiTqEoIajdbfMszBGZtINRQk7EB5MlCrs8Pi2u5YaC6zQYYj1ArZ7Patp0kOqwrW282Yz9NORWRpkUgJNhl1Ez-5HcsAU-rLwnWgD0UiIaTHRaoLHTLOSeMvuflKjBbToukJ4RrZXxewLN-T2yRdo5QXStUP9VgF50WzxuGVxH8pFlnsr4stFXhQpK3R7u2t52MQTn2snQxjC_gx8GA4cqB4_L1C9LInthq1BOJkHcvQa0oSei-bznmVCuQLDQmSOAbJN6rCtTpEb4%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK59
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=emy95gcab&v=0015Yzr3j_MKFmXWQ7GB-bjAUE01W4lrGrCa5H-kz665iuDaVg-jf1Bfs1GPwNdOMnWBYQzOUDGirjq3szls1QpLKwWLQ55TEiTqEoIajdbfMszBGZtINRQk7EB5MlCrs8Pi2u5YaC6zQYYj1ArZ7Patp0kOqwrW282Yz9NORWRpkUgJNhl1Ez-5HcsAU-rLwnWgD0UiIaTHRaoLHTLOSeMvuflKjBbToukJ4RrZXxewLN-T2yRdo5QXStUP9VgF50WzxuGVxH8pFlnsr4stFXhQpK3R7u2t52MQTn2snQxjC_gx8GA4cqB4_L1C9LInthq1BOJkHcvQa0oSei-bznmVCuQLDQmSOAbJN6rCtTpEb4%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK65
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=emy95gcab&v=0015Yzr3j_MKFmXWQ7GB-bjAUE01W4lrGrCa5H-kz665iuDaVg-jf1Bfs1GPwNdOMnWBYQzOUDGirjq3szls1QpLKwWLQ55TEiTqEoIajdbfMszBGZtINRQk7EB5MlCrs8Pi2u5YaC6zQYYj1ArZ7Patp0kOqwrW282Yz9NORWRpkUgJNhl1Ez-5HcsAU-rLwnWgD0UiIaTHRaoLHTLOSeMvuflKjBbToukJ4RrZXxewLN-T2yRdo5QXStUP9VgF50WzxuGVxH8pFlnsr4stFXhQpK3R7u2t52MQTn2snQxjC_gx8GA4cqB4_L1C9LInthq1BOJkHcvQa0oSei-bznmVCuQLDQmSOAbJN6rCtTpEb4%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK65
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=emy95gcab&v=0015Yzr3j_MKFmXWQ7GB-bjAUE01W4lrGrCa5H-kz665iuDaVg-jf1Bfs1GPwNdOMnWBYQzOUDGirjq3szls1QpLKwWLQ55TEiTqEoIajdbfMszBGZtINRQk7EB5MlCrs8Pi2u5YaC6zQYYj1ArZ7Patp0kOqwrW282Yz9NORWRpkUgJNhl1Ez-5HcsAU-rLwnWgD0UiIaTHRaoLHTLOSeMvuflKjBbToukJ4RrZXxewLN-T2yRdo5QXStUP9VgF50WzxuGVxH8pFlnsr4stFXhQpK3R7u2t52MQTn2snQxjC_gx8GA4cqB4_L1C9LInthq1BOJkHcvQa0oSei-bznmVCuQLDQmSOAbJN6rCtTpEb4%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK67
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=emy95gcab&v=0015Yzr3j_MKFmXWQ7GB-bjAUE01W4lrGrCa5H-kz665iuDaVg-jf1Bfs1GPwNdOMnWBYQzOUDGirjq3szls1QpLKwWLQ55TEiTqEoIajdbfMszBGZtINRQk7EB5MlCrs8Pi2u5YaC6zQYYj1ArZ7Patp0kOqwrW282Yz9NORWRpkUgJNhl1Ez-5HcsAU-rLwnWgD0UiIaTHRaoLHTLOSeMvuflKjBbToukJ4RrZXxewLN-T2yRdo5QXStUP9VgF50WzxuGVxH8pFlnsr4stFXhQpK3R7u2t52MQTn2snQxjC_gx8GA4cqB4_L1C9LInthq1BOJkHcvQa0oSei-bznmVCuQLDQmSOAbJN6rCtTpEb4%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK28
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ4_MyEVR3DapGDxfqHLfmmjyy6lJUiSdiq1tlFdb_YO3PFhSZqNTxgDsiyTJGLbXav4AtKt6G382KHdOTvCkUuk4odbQcrSO2yWp_QUf-rbyoWwHnZRh57IlJ818_-83dCY3l6qS7gllRiEFCzjL7VimYgiLCJgusi0_kFYzvoxMmB_slUf9_UzGRzsUfyjgXj4mW04ZQffbux6FLtTdPK5ETpGxPUbXA1-PcjqtggTIdoFt3iScVhxC50b_dYDfAPEf16JVXDMBsGFfCI5eU-ZMdyEo9y_SO_Vx5YWDxKBGOja2pUof1zDy0PODrfZ2POnEIVeVRndIVJqmTLgOqkP9gVuXmnG5KQFJ2CXTj9KDObERljZ3wUf0EIQCDgPOr1I6MXvAnxOhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ4_MyEVR3DapGDxfqHLfmmjyy6lJUiSdiq1tlFdb_YO3PFhSZqNTxgDsiyTJGLbXav4AtKt6G382KHdOTvCkUuk4odbQcrSO2yWp_QUf-rbyoWwHnZRh57IlJ818_-83dCY3l6qS7gllRiEFCzjL7VimYgiLCJgusi0_kFYzvoxMmB_slUf9_UzGRzsUfyjgXj4mW04ZQffbux6FLtTdPK5ETpGxPUbXA1-PcjqtggTIdoFt3iScVhxC50b_dYDfAPEf16JVXDMBsGFfCI5eU-ZMdyEo9y_SO_Vx5YWDxKBGOja2pUof1zDy0PODrfZ2POnEIVeVRndIVJqmTLgOqkP9gVuXmnG5KQFJ2CXTj9KDObERljZ3wUf0EIQCDgPOr1I6MXvAnxOhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ4_MyEVR3DapGDxfqHLfmmjyy6lJUiSdiq1tlFdb_YO3PFhSZqNTxgDsiyTJGLbXav4AtKt6G382KHdOTvCkUuk4odbQcrSO2yWp_QUf-rbyoWwHnZRh57IlJ818_-83dCY3l6qS7gllRiEFCzjL7VimYgiLCJgusi0_kFYzvoxMmB_slUf9_UzGRzsUfyjgXj4mW04ZQffbux6FLtTdPK5ETpGxPUbXA1-PcjqtggTIdoFt3iScVhxC50b_dYDfAPEf16JVXDMBsGFfCI5eU-ZMdyEo9y_SO_Vx5YWDxKBGOja2pUof1zDy0PODrfZ2POnEIVeVRndIVJqmTLgOqkP9gVuXmnG5KQFJ2CXTj9KDObERljZ3wUf0EIQCDgPOr1I6MXvAnxOhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ48Bs6jpPbHdL3-1dV4UWabA57nk6wu6ZP9R7SIyrmblfRxBnQ0Y1fzNrHAh5Xa2omg2ENbp8JpAo9WC9uX_zoSsXElbcUs53z2jChzCANaQRIyzC7KtZBznXlSak1zo8-EEQ06fhUVzIHOs0wbdZ_4vgxN2JaHYX9M5URg4qB099MwFOnrLeY3KdLD2yBT-JzoPL6tya2KUap0BahOySdMt_3Adq_OPUppC03DXZbx_HxwFe4H4At0o4jGa9sRhEGBQsD9vqiQWYTOnzLnGaxdokEl18766DE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ5GIxPYgU5uVqjvO8V-i8m1J1G8FdA15Fyws4GKqnY9SL50pCgfhxYeplHGbSRiPkOrikwaORjFdrmD_XzHNrdDSB6ieQ8efjqIaIhKNZm1rhkXbPVTyzIoowND0dUX_IRAR7WhdUINsMolxPkHforgwxm2Fof2nJwBN8J2sV9-O8bvcvjsE7wl2ESAOayM9fmGHnM8b0bymH2tqqonKFbtYR5ZshKm6ZKwLmKUlgUhY456-snIY6vCz10W8XJFaFlNMjwZ2GM6bawBiFH87SXY6eTxDjNXWTaG833qqHp0Fl2bL9IGzPd496QhHKqU3e1nixVUPHwV2bnqDgnaw7pbQodzEuY4QzU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016gBcWqgwjZ5sgyt3NO9UOtiWQYz22KbwnUojlmgbKDOsCvPhCc6hWnhxkq5uSMpmi6YuL4PAG_9k9gsLfKzNiF1zfXUkoovxcO_TsvJbzmjOTKrfv0BC5BaA7Ol4D8uDeddtWl1pfRKcQz2NWSulo8e-T132K9d99-OQQrlvfmvfTsyaJGsnW9eObFBcGJGNoZPKgFrjnOKWioiTPnGM0niTDnEoA8xj9o7VULTdNrpY321aIRDNLCox3KR6P9JdQLrA1JFtb0mK0HiawaCNIhboH5Un_ln750imzArKktmSbMrm9ZbSvUyLdztoGSls
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001sWE8kxl6Jom-8RQCsJZTHA%3D%3D

Share of State and Local Taxes Paid by Income Group After
Plan Implementation
e st s -

Share of Tax Cut by
Income Group by
Plan
June 16, 2015

Share of Tax Cut by Income Group by Plan
15

st s35K
st s

Distributional
Impacts of
Competing Tax Plans
May 19, 2015

Distributional Impacts of Competing Tax Plans
Tax Change 25 Percentage of Income by Income Group
Batam $0% Top 20%

lessthan S22kt S3Kto $97KIo | S8t SI67Kto  than
S S3K SATK SEBK | SIEIK  SATIK 53T

Republican Tax Plan
Cuts Taxes for the
Wealthy More Than
the Governor's Plan
May 19, 2015

Republican Tax Plan Cuts Taxes for the Wealthy More than the
Governor’s Plan
Average Dollar Amount of Tax Change by Income Group
More
Lessthan $23K10 §36Kto $57Kia $33Kte SI6FKto  than
S2MSIEK  SSIK  SEIK  SIGTH  SWIK S

Toxncrease.

ToxBesreaze

 Legislative Republicans Tax Plan = LePage Tax Plan

it 5, 1015

icPolicy | meceporg

Distributional
Impacts of
Democratic and
Republican Plans
May 18, 2015

Distributional Impacts of Democratic and Republican Tax Plans
Tax Change 25 Percentage of Income by Income Group
Batom $0% Top 20%
Lessthan $22Kto $36KIn  $57Kto | $8%Kto $157Kto More than
S2K smK SSK SEIK | SIGTC ST SITIK

What's Wrong with
the Governor's Tax
Proposal in One
Chart
April 16, 2015

review all of the testimony MECEP provided during the
session, click here,

Payday Lenders in the Cross-hairs

Abusive practices by unregulated or under-regulated
lenders cost consumers in Maine and across the nation
billions of dollars and cause them great anxiety. Working
with partners like National People's Action and Maine
People's Alliance, MECEP has worked for passage of
important state legislation (L.D.1092, An Act To Prevent
Abusive Debt Collection Practices) and stronger regulation
at the federal level.

Thank you,
U.S. Senator

Angus King

for supporting strong rules

Thank you,
U.S. Representative =

Chellie Pingree

for supporting strong rules
against unscrupulous % against unscrupulous
predatorylending practices \ predatorylending practices

#StopTheDebtTrap #StopTheDebtTrap

= Maine Center for Economic Policy | mecep.org = Maine Center for Economic Policy | mecep.org

Intern Energy Fuels the MECEP Summer

Once again, MECEP is fortunate to benefit from a group of
outstanding college interns. Here is a brief introduction to
the members of our 2015 scholars:

Allisen Haggard, a MECEP 2015 Bowdoin
Fellow, is a Government and Legal Studies

= major and founder and president of the

, Bowdoin Mock Trial Team. She is from
Portland, Oregon. She interned in the
Oregon governor's office and with two
Oregon members of Congress. Allisen has
also volunteered with the Volunteer Lawyer's
Project in Maine.

Allisen
Haggard

James Jelin, also a Bowdoin Fellow, is a
Mathematics major. He authors a biweekly
column in the Bowdoin Orient and is a
board member, producer, writer, and
director for the Bowdoin Student Theater
group. James took a leave of absence from
his studies to work as a field organizer on
a 2014 Maine U.S, Senate campaign.

James Jelin

Liam Mullen, is an Economics/
Neuroscience major at Williams College
and a graduate of Lincoln Academy in
Newcastle, Maine. He has studied at
universities in both Spain and Brazil
and speaks both Spanish and
Portuguese. Liam interned with a Maine
gubernatorial campaign in 2013-14.

~ Liam Mullen

MECEP Blogposts
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MECEP's blog posts increasingly inform the discussion of

issues before the legislature. As the log below shows, our
blog output is steady and diverse.

Bonds: Building blocks for a stronger Maine economy (July
13, 2015)

New overtime regulation changes are welcome (July 2,
2015)

Budget deal includes refundable tax credits for low- and
moderate-income Mainers (June 30, 2015)

Legislators can help working families by overriding bonds
release bill veto (June 30, 2015)

Protecting Mainers from unscrupulous debt collectors (June
29, 2015)

Mainers win in King v. Burwell (June 26, 2015)

Retirement crisis: Mainers in part-time and low-wage jobs
face living out their retirement years in poverty (June 24,
2015)

Latest Budget Deal modestly improves Maine's tax system
progressivity, future revenue adequacy less certain (June
16, 2015)

Immigrants: Honesty, not incendiary political
rhetoric (June 15, 2015)

Another tilt at the windmill, more wasted taxpayer funds,
but a win for uninsured Maine young people (June 8, 2015)

A crumbling road is not the route to economic
growth (June 4, 2015)

The one question Republican legislators need to
answer (May 22, 2015)

Where tax fairness is concerned, the legislative
Republicans' tax plan is the worst of all (May 19, 2015)

Everything you need to know about the Democratic and
Republican tax plans in one chart (May 18, 2015)

Republican Tax Plan Gives Huge Tax Breaks to the Wealthy
While Raising Taxes for Working Mainers and Seniors (May
15, 2015)

New Report: Rejecting federal health care funds is costing
Maine $26.7 million in General Fund savings (May 15,
2015)

MECEP in the News

Amend Maine's income tax to
benefit the middle-class, make
Maine's earned income tax credit
refundable, raise the minimum
wage, accept federal funds to
expand health coverage... The
Maine media looks to MECEP for
data, analysis, and expert
commentary on a wide array of issues.

Spaghetti dinner/minimum wage forum packed with
supporters and enthusiasm (Maine Insights, July , 2015)
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Portland's new minimum wage law could make waves in
other cities (Bangor Daily News, July 7, 2015)

Crucial college grant gets much-needed boost in Maine's
new budget (MECEP op ed) (Bangor Daily News, June
24, 2015)

Interview about the state budget passed early on June
17 (WZON-AM, The Pulse Morning Program, June 17,
2015)

The New Markets "scam" (The Beacon podcast, June 12,
2015)

Interview about ongoing legislative budget
negotiations(WZON-AM The Morning Pulse Program, June
10, 2015)

Maine Democrats rip GOP leader on forcing state budget
standoff (Lewiston Sun Journal, June 2, 2015)

LePage's LMF moves threaten democratic process, former
conservation officials say (MECEP op ed) (Portland Press
Herald, June 2, 2015; Augusta Kennebec Journal and
Waterville Central Maine Morning Sentinel, June 3,
2015)

A Tale of Two Counties (MECEP op ed) (Lewiston Sun
Journal, May 31, 2015)

Maine lawmakers urged to support convention to overturn
Citizens United (Lewiston Sun Journal and Bangor Daily
News, May 28, 2015)

Interview about legislative Republicans' budget
proposal(WVOM-AM/FM, George Hale/Ric Tyler show, May
19, 2015)

Interview about legislative Republicans' budget
proposal(WZON-AM, The Morning Pulse Program, May 18,
2015)

Sincerely,

Mark Sullivan
Maine Center for Economic Policy
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