
 October 2015 MECEP Matters web version  
  

 

 

      
 

In This Issue  

MECEP Staff: Transitions  

MECEP Urges Support for 

Campaign Finance 

Referendum  

MECEP: New Data 

Confirm Maine Health 

Coverage Suffering Due 

to Current Policy  

MECEP Urges Congress 

to Reauthorize Key 

EITC/CTC Provisions Due 

to Expire  

MECEP Blogposts  

MECEP in the News  

 

 

Quote 

"If Congress lets the 

key provisions of the 
[federal earned 

income and child tax 
credits] expire, 37,000 
Maine families, 

including 64,000 
children, will lose 

some or all of their 
working family tax 

credits. A single 
[Maine] mom . . . 
would lose all but $60 

of her current child tax 
credit if Congress 

doesn't act." 

Eloise Vitelli and Garrett 
Martin, Bangor Daily News, 
September 7, 2015. 

 

The seasons change, but the demand from policymakers, 

the media, our partners, and the public for MECEP's 

detailed, thoughtful, and reliable research and analysis 

remains a constant. Recently we said goodbye as two 

respected staff members moved on and welcomed two 

new ones. 

 

MECEP analysis of new census bureau data in September 

revealed how state policy decisions since passage of the 

Affordable Care Act have held Maine back from major 

improvements in states that have expanded and led to an 

actual decline in health coverage for thousands of 

children.  

 

After success this year making Maine's state earned 

income tax credit (EITC) refundable, MECEP is now 

working to ensure renewal of critically important provisions 

of the federal EITC and child tax credit as well as 

improvements to make both more effective for Maine and 

America's working families. 

 
MECEP Staff: Transitions 
Over the summer we said farewell to two staff members 

who are embarking on exciting new career opportunities. 

Economist Joel Johnson has taken a leap into the private 

sector while policy analyst Christy Daggett moved back 

home to serve as senior manager at Aroostook County 

Action Program. MECEP thanks both Joel and Christy for 
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their contributions and wishes them the best in their new 

jobs. 

 

We are pleased to announce two additions to our staff. 

Sarah Austin joins MECEP as a policy 

analyst. Sarah holds a master's of public 

affairs from the University of Wisconsin-

Madison's La Follette School of Public 

Affairs and a bachelor's of science in 

environmental policy from Maine's Unity 

College. Prior to MECEP, she worked at 

the State Innovation Exchange at the 

Center on Wisconsin Strategy. Sarah has 

also worked on several issue campaigns in Maine and 

across the country on topics ranging from tax reform to 

non-discrimination. 

 

Megan Michaud, formerly the policy and 

legislative director for Voices for Progress 

in Washington, D.C. is our new senior 

associate working on development and 

special projects. She previously worked 

for nearly 10 years on Capitol Hill as 

legislative staff, including serving as a 

legislative aide and later legislative 

director for former Maine Congressman 

Tom Allen. Born and raised in Maine, Megan graduated 

from Colby College with a degree in anthropology and a 

minor in math. 

 

Sarah Austin 

 

Megan Michaud 

 
MECEP Urges Support for Campaign 
Finance Referendum 

 

Question 1 

Tuesday 

November 3rd 
MECEP is a member of the Mainers for Accountable 

Elections Coalition, a broad, non-partisan coalition of 

grassroots organizations from throughout Maine that is 

leading the campaign in support of this year's referendum 

to reform Maine's campaign finance and disclosure laws.    
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MECEP: New Data Confirm Maine Health 
Coverage Suffering Due to Current Policy 
 

MECEP analysis of new census bureau data revealed 

that Maine, once among the leading and most successful 

health policy innovators nationally, is the only state where 

the percentage of people with health insurance coverage 

has not increased since passage of the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA) in 2010. The new data shows that Maine, which 

ranked 10th in the percentage of those with health 

coverage in 2010, dropped to 24th place in 2014. 

 

Even more troubling, MECEP's analysis revealed that 

Maine is the only state where the percentage of 

children under 18 without health insurance has 

increased significantly since 2010 from 4% in 2010 to 

6.3% in 2014. Approximately 5,000 fewer Maine 

children currently have health insurance coverage 

than in 2010. 

 

"The governor's success in cutting access to health care for 

low-income individuals and parents in his first term and his 
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continued opposition to accepting federal funds to expand 

Medicaid make Maine an outlier when it comes to making 

sure that more people have access to affordable health 

care," Executive Director Garrett Martin said in a press 

release announcing MECEP's findings. "This will have 

lasting effects for the health of Maine people and our 

economy." 

 
MECEP Urges Congress to Reauthorize 
Key EITC/CTC Provisions Due to Expire 

 

If Congress lets the key provisions of the federal earned 

income tax (EITC) and child tax (CTC) credits expire this 

year, 37,000 Maine families - including 64,000 children - 

will lose some or all of their working family tax credits. The 

EITC and CTC promote work and assist low-income 

families to make ends meet. They lifted 28,000 Mainers, 

including 14,000 children, out of poverty annually from 

2011-2013.  

  

"Research has also found that children in families who get 

an income boost from the EITC and CTC quickly show 

improvements in health and school performance, . . . have 

higher school test scores, on average, and are more likely 

to go to college and to work and earn more as adults," the 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities reports. 

 

"These tax credits reward people who work, they 

encourage people to invest in long-term financial security 

for themselves and their families, and by enabling working 

families to spend more to improve their skills and standard 

of living, these tax credits strengthen Maine's economy for 

all of us," MECEP and New Ventures Maine wrote in a 

September 7th joint op ed for the Bangor Daily News."  

 
MECEP Blogposts  
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A series of recent blog posts examined the benefits 

Mainers have derived over the half-century since Congress 

created Medicare and Medicaid. A blog post on our analysis 

of new census data on health care coverage in Maine, 

especially for children, re-ignited concern over the price 

Maine is paying for refusing to accept federal funds to 

expand Medicaid. 

 

USDA reports progress on child hunger, but still a long way 

to go to eradicate food insecurity for all Mainers and all 

Americans (October 28, 2015) 

 

Allowing working family tax credits to expire will make it 

more difficult for these families to make ends meet 

(October 22, 2015) 

 

An agenda to give America's families a much-needed raise 

(October 15, 2015) 

  

Health insurance coverage in Maine: Heading in the wrong 

direction, particularly for children (September 17, 2015) 

 

Time to turn off Maine's wasteful tax expenditure "faucet" 

(September 2, 2015) 

 

Fix the ACA family coverage "glitch" (August 18, 2015) 

 

Medicaid works in Maine (August 11, 2015) 

 

Mainers' food security depends upon a stronger, improved 

SNAP (August 10, 2015) 

 

New high school equivalency test providing opportunity for 

hundreds of Mainers (August 6, 2015) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFT73Vcit4KRJduKkUqcz9EB7oflaCEfTXr5gFhCBCLBVVv9jsrqUVl37ss-mSJ5_8HNLsKVy41dfb7B8aoxzDGFh5KRVcBA_cYscG39p18_MRN66yBv7Stycp8YFXLb6RVb_ibYVkSqUvmb74qmH8JkjhvWgqeEbsdJayzGdxgVw3mJ3M2GlmhcKLRugLFoPQX8Ux23yyvY3rLHjq7uKOPyIB4lw8IRL6bHeYzitXbr_Ox-42USdx7dlCypsaQnLbFGotzgwEYGpM6gXaJQMovfPmUgPoeNG7Z8aWiMsHG_rwlYBJjGTlqA==&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFYS4aAz-kVE46WKvjnivWXhq4UDDwA2_kNJRFOKO5ydrKORzAqZ8NVV59AYi_gBAjUY5BHrEKI8TicksEhtFBPlaMknrqnap8GQNjAEN0MDVwTXdynG-p2jAJ-5qYjDwavCGrmy4LiUDGfrebrBeuW6-l6HDJ72SUPsoCqJjRzREGnzRcYk9mI7Hx4RnoTJgTcvJhZmaECjSfiyAbwyWr_hAC79s7RtXJOcIjZhyuPdimr9pE4x6Y0LFcM6vKnVHpD_ET7lrk9qrOp6U9dEJ9fZupqF6D54X1hAos6kyBHiP10HpjD7d8uPS5oLuVghJFLe-7cKhQr_Ers7xySHQGX7BMee5F7e21yXAfRwd-D-LtmG13tALUMrOei-nD1J4fhswAljrwuyQ=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFH6Z-7emf_vuy5EsW7nr6dRsyaFY-GfISVF7q8TQ7RfWIgFicjFmhb6L7dS8EGdVzw3duMfoHseGX0hUslz9psY1PHrkrcGo_myjPpJLqLg8KEDbuZNKRHvHUzqMRnHE1zGM5Du9OzJ6enzFhQhmClgvgxeITAndqePLpg-du73cXaPZSzTpLDEoNsGr83gyaGIocrBrSgvyzijueSOe1qLb2ivz6zV66ZQcS0sXOGquU_jNWvXCT0VT4ryeenDN8XViWKUTU54jlxSOPJHp6UhibB6jc68dKeqX4yQcLFq45_AFGQo3_kGjRgnrMD5a2my3UIF9SfUS_TfBQzRE8QygsatM9Szjf1A-n2HvnzMC8dkqltvttG_CpVFGBXsFTkQe2-0xjNBaxiuGAjI539Lh-3pm8SQWOLZd6BYNRJ8F_8iRM9sBg1LgAL6p2IB9H1Y70OTKaTzY=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFH6Z-7emf_vuy5EsW7nr6dRsyaFY-GfISVF7q8TQ7RfWIgFicjFmhb6L7dS8EGdVzw3duMfoHseGX0hUslz9psY1PHrkrcGo_myjPpJLqLg8KEDbuZNKRHvHUzqMRnHE1zGM5Du9OzJ6enzFhQhmClgvgxeITAndqePLpg-du73cXaPZSzTpLDEoNsGr83gyaGIocrBrSgvyzijueSOe1qLb2ivz6zV66ZQcS0sXOGquU_jNWvXCT0VT4ryeenDN8XViWKUTU54jlxSOPJHp6UhibB6jc68dKeqX4yQcLFq45_AFGQo3_kGjRgnrMD5a2my3UIF9SfUS_TfBQzRE8QygsatM9Szjf1A-n2HvnzMC8dkqltvttG_CpVFGBXsFTkQe2-0xjNBaxiuGAjI539Lh-3pm8SQWOLZd6BYNRJ8F_8iRM9sBg1LgAL6p2IB9H1Y70OTKaTzY=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFH6Z-7emf_vuy5EsW7nr6dRsyaFY-GfISVF7q8TQ7RfWIgFicjFmhb6L7dS8EGdVzw3duMfoHseGX0hUslz9psY1PHrkrcGo_myjPpJLqLg8KEDbuZNKRHvHUzqMRnHE1zGM5Du9OzJ6enzFhQhmClgvgxeITAndqePLpg-du73cXaPZSzTpLDEoNsGr83gyaGIocrBrSgvyzijueSOe1qLb2ivz6zV66ZQcS0sXOGquU_jNWvXCT0VT4ryeenDN8XViWKUTU54jlxSOPJHp6UhibB6jc68dKeqX4yQcLFq45_AFGQo3_kGjRgnrMD5a2my3UIF9SfUS_TfBQzRE8QygsatM9Szjf1A-n2HvnzMC8dkqltvttG_CpVFGBXsFTkQe2-0xjNBaxiuGAjI539Lh-3pm8SQWOLZd6BYNRJ8F_8iRM9sBg1LgAL6p2IB9H1Y70OTKaTzY=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFr-tEbSP4jV8tIhMBof7zcP2Y2oHJekGJRdjTsc5S_uH0EhVClJYXqmqetWgZxUlUKegnGog3nYLK30amOMCiUb33LU9ZFJHVEkGSVX__dOPliXBx-_kNJTthYx-sa4PbVKQQWPgcQ-5LOtdUwDXq_KJpXJo0WVBmVXEPcIHcEfNAbZEmylrdydGaF_CZVPGsIt-YUrPwZeVNW0EgY65GRwI_YwjixpWnTZDyex9lFL8mZCvy3aW_re_dfIWA0etqqtoWAZbjGqoW0-QF5XLm23YB7_taUvhCROazf16lrSDhwljUsk-kgRS3ewZxz0_o7uvy-goXE8k3nJEpsutcoZLvDSFphaWlMeYXzfbhPgHQv75zZdqK0iu2eBKlxaiOrTjMmLvgwHGV2u0Qe6aJSOz4IcZO1vBMxPDNmuIzWfqURllfr2yJyA==&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFr-tEbSP4jV8tIhMBof7zcP2Y2oHJekGJRdjTsc5S_uH0EhVClJYXqmqetWgZxUlUKegnGog3nYLK30amOMCiUb33LU9ZFJHVEkGSVX__dOPliXBx-_kNJTthYx-sa4PbVKQQWPgcQ-5LOtdUwDXq_KJpXJo0WVBmVXEPcIHcEfNAbZEmylrdydGaF_CZVPGsIt-YUrPwZeVNW0EgY65GRwI_YwjixpWnTZDyex9lFL8mZCvy3aW_re_dfIWA0etqqtoWAZbjGqoW0-QF5XLm23YB7_taUvhCROazf16lrSDhwljUsk-kgRS3ewZxz0_o7uvy-goXE8k3nJEpsutcoZLvDSFphaWlMeYXzfbhPgHQv75zZdqK0iu2eBKlxaiOrTjMmLvgwHGV2u0Qe6aJSOz4IcZO1vBMxPDNmuIzWfqURllfr2yJyA==&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFDGoUSU-GT6fAC4mYbW60_bB-WrpoIq-0lVfOfnJnj669d8stQm96fRAd4jySWDf7urLHsvdJbaMbUJxPSSQu7XWBkxIaL5uX4ESIIOkjHvjufRPNKSAjIuHBV6cDdtZfRcgNgKduA0nuaOg4FCB3glp9A78vA7VPYYj_JOYs0fwkuciv5z9eMu_jzDHxGfUXD3b7jResi_fjXJcASr_N7R9pJWey9mzR4iT9U107cVUX32vCSx-OnCUR6nAeTOhQT3Hi7KQEi_frfpaVcym_UvDDhHKkxT214p_QjfhrwAF0b0f1tQSclUrD70J4qdcUYG83mEJLKABe88kqkTFwQNa-q5n2iKVXpt1qMK0smZY=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFbnAJnH9dga0OTYBVsrW8fP2QAY6gMxGGnhznqcF4tdzmi339J8TYkdGikbbp_DRPmYlrKHZjbTlrcQhjr2MTqvZvBLBtsp9-8vAoXrxuV3s3b67WGlK4cHpasR7airJOTlVtZ42xtkOJkFE-JaGH8N_scza10sDgJjIsJAifmupGvj1CwFZyw1TEE1IDaLuZEhRwnHrnawwdGKqCKqX-E_HxssWP9nBbH05MgnSf-yBxEABsaDCsEYbnc6wXmvtwul9MoPeAOWl5pQXAav7aca7cK7zsKXXSvJnk_ZkE54uwt-_s--2-A5_6L4fg16ffSnaXlOaJpVQGHBeayjfJ9jYAo_-9CLjIJYdHod-heDZwZfyoizLNK0td_5mCm2OK0JS9XnhjQaPQr1CdX6UTGQ==&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFbnAJnH9dga0OTYBVsrW8fP2QAY6gMxGGnhznqcF4tdzmi339J8TYkdGikbbp_DRPmYlrKHZjbTlrcQhjr2MTqvZvBLBtsp9-8vAoXrxuV3s3b67WGlK4cHpasR7airJOTlVtZ42xtkOJkFE-JaGH8N_scza10sDgJjIsJAifmupGvj1CwFZyw1TEE1IDaLuZEhRwnHrnawwdGKqCKqX-E_HxssWP9nBbH05MgnSf-yBxEABsaDCsEYbnc6wXmvtwul9MoPeAOWl5pQXAav7aca7cK7zsKXXSvJnk_ZkE54uwt-_s--2-A5_6L4fg16ffSnaXlOaJpVQGHBeayjfJ9jYAo_-9CLjIJYdHod-heDZwZfyoizLNK0td_5mCm2OK0JS9XnhjQaPQr1CdX6UTGQ==&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFKEwkuMDy9XonYqczMA_rA-Ohfr3jCeAozwa-ktBEsY8YmTiXM44xLYJ7mwkzsi3YUhPdztcjObkRF2FnAMZo9O_aXRKmP45ilmx6_D8Mqo7GTS1vHp_9VOTONK8E1h2_Ye6e0fDO82IboRCYBPYqHq9rpnTlzbvFeiJ7Lmx2FhytzaqUmz70fV9GVRgqJDk0f1D-WXAnDW2xMudLSfF07SACAhBaJ87WzCKu7amBdVtcrjbK6WIm4x_G3qCSRse9qk7A3X-lNuRxyAEmBXCGE_N9jY5iZMNnQhuMdu-3qmIPGhe6TeWZiANb0Q880ZwhuvqnZky9dQWrRXw7M3RS6SdtyMpaBeqZFEBP8c80o7g=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFiDTdAfCe9zDOl4VFNb4xMKxWFVOUhZKSM-vttEQJNgGRpBFmqUKzrOxP4Lh8cgN_v7xgYjO3MwkfUIJEJ3dwZoupc74dkPBmMy_7QDgQm4685CqgVfZ_V9LzoJKPZPQpGOmtuRLWGLZKKrJoC1p8fV_dqic1rkdLR_z6ALJ3b65tRdEic_06Z3Tqe8zYbMY_MQw6KxQB5Ob7UoRASFU-8gGFJBTev9MeECvogm2BOBph2mR0lmGvwkwSj4JQXTNV-CxjWyJOWx8MJZlhb-me3bgK1AZEDU3aMGc-gm6-rbva3avRDB3SqQieKzPIkM5jyB3HVIKMENI=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhFB8FtYo0Tq2x_acY5qfoGUE0MQ4xVY8UB7SLSGkr82HV5Qe28JAZOIX4jFZi_e01pKFyGnA4Hefi-u1AjJhJ1vKE7OMSJQK2S5JRh-6n-ui-jCtw0sGeumI28ErI_L0CTAHo5Nj508v2-n9jU1MvVtmPU6mgoLqLHuPXMq1Ia4WOwHPLI2jUi41FjQhObA1BYq7MR38Jwq3WnmpFO4BNOZyRCQph6u-TXg9ozHvaQPE4Re8ifXV18DaULWMuw8LonTifb68mXvhIOW5YryCLudv4YKEmn88uv3rZrwTrZydGIzYrQ-l35ohjY7SqUIQth&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhF6XuScx2fOvLyG-L9pA23ugR5pzKgmAGtLrFAjd8zrJJJlwWdZ03BZ4vT_jP2kSS3hyR3Zl2-JyzYWz1lQiPE8GGBks_QtLov8NBJsFqMlUYvgOtXtW_mxF2tEvurtSFz9V42BSNTDkyWDXxowEFyVaHo_MVTc42M4TnfjiWh3_Cng63XdhmXWlJ4rjigQdyuEJgnPbF7jNkyxgmSA0hxBqlHs6izjifo7VmIvYilVtifbYJGYdnLpwOBPZAFOX2tiBzGrqJMuvqSVxdtYsVGvP5tI4qiX0Dq6UJFRA_66A8wcqdxYe7soDS1bTT-EKztw3m5fr1EWx3SnO-BSjVheOgPXFOzN08Fe0ny3dfqtBk=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhF6XuScx2fOvLyG-L9pA23ugR5pzKgmAGtLrFAjd8zrJJJlwWdZ03BZ4vT_jP2kSS3hyR3Zl2-JyzYWz1lQiPE8GGBks_QtLov8NBJsFqMlUYvgOtXtW_mxF2tEvurtSFz9V42BSNTDkyWDXxowEFyVaHo_MVTc42M4TnfjiWh3_Cng63XdhmXWlJ4rjigQdyuEJgnPbF7jNkyxgmSA0hxBqlHs6izjifo7VmIvYilVtifbYJGYdnLpwOBPZAFOX2tiBzGrqJMuvqSVxdtYsVGvP5tI4qiX0Dq6UJFRA_66A8wcqdxYe7soDS1bTT-EKztw3m5fr1EWx3SnO-BSjVheOgPXFOzN08Fe0ny3dfqtBk=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhF8nGvaVsjKpW87bvvcp5XekxMg0CNHjn-TpIhOP6UjdKEfQZArtAtRmjzwI36v_lmiyrFXm4w9VNR66xdP4UA8KPg76Ab-dJ7GpWWMKma_A9nCki4GuP5ul4DHiwqnKV0D0q97aLrDbTyc2wE1_MbXdvLMMVsuv0XF7rEu7gOeuyb3MPlexJ3f9swIXWDWVCoHLBX_LxVRJUzzCvnvSJrFWrdqzuI7CN-ivURg54X8-iCrJpDlxYQyk0ncKXdagq8JvMvhJfufQYSEZFnOBLGiczc8KOold2CaRTZ4rbX4qHYxIzpqaKQFS0qYdWb98bODKW2vV42ajIrWAwJ3K9Nohn-_PAOLoU-hr09rwojYgnSL2mzE3a0A7avC_qB5b09rg0QtJOXDx4=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLgageVFfOqfuBfM3t-GjeVU3B78ZFItyqQDzRYZMA3bn6UmEgIDHwJ3rvR-WDhF8nGvaVsjKpW87bvvcp5XekxMg0CNHjn-TpIhOP6UjdKEfQZArtAtRmjzwI36v_lmiyrFXm4w9VNR66xdP4UA8KPg76Ab-dJ7GpWWMKma_A9nCki4GuP5ul4DHiwqnKV0D0q97aLrDbTyc2wE1_MbXdvLMMVsuv0XF7rEu7gOeuyb3MPlexJ3f9swIXWDWVCoHLBX_LxVRJUzzCvnvSJrFWrdqzuI7CN-ivURg54X8-iCrJpDlxYQyk0ncKXdagq8JvMvhJfufQYSEZFnOBLGiczc8KOold2CaRTZ4rbX4qHYxIzpqaKQFS0qYdWb98bODKW2vV42ajIrWAwJ3K9Nohn-_PAOLoU-hr09rwojYgnSL2mzE3a0A7avC_qB5b09rg0QtJOXDx4=&c=b_DQvo-B0LnBXSI9TFAXD9lY0jMzZ5cPobDejiiAsKM_2CFOslLhsA==&ch=lfMZaDGn5FfAx_I7J9q6Qk8ZYZQ1zSuRq3MJKfkXY56a2ne_te1RYA==


 

Medicare: 50 years old and, since health care reform, more 

fiscally fit (August 4, 2015) 

 

Happy birthday to Medicaid and to the thousands of 

children whose lives it has saved (August 3, 2015) 

 

Medicare at 50 (July 30, 2015) 

 

The day health care in America changed forever (July 29, 

2015) 

 

Department of Defense moves to protect service members 

and their families from abusive creditors (July 23, 2015) 

 
MECEP in the News 
  

Recently, MECEP placed an op ed 

column in the Bangor Daily News 

about the earned income tax credit 

and two columns in the Portland 

Press Herald about the raising the 

minimum wage and on the 

importance of protecting Social 

Security and Medicare.  

 

How Maine could become a speech nanny (Bangor Daily 

News, October 15, 2015) 

  

Interview about Gov. LePage's proposed income tax cut 

referendum (WZON-AM, October 1, 2015) 

 

Advocates: Health Insurance Eligibility for Maine Kids 'Not 

a Very Clear Process' (MPBN, September 25, 2015) 

 

Interview about troubling new census data on health 

insurance coverage in Maine (WZON-AM, September 18, 

2015) 

 

Report: Maine Lags Nation in Health Coverage (MPBN, 

September 16, 2015) 

 

Number of uninsured down in every state except Maine 

(Bangor Daily News, September 16, 2015) 

 

Maine's Council on Aging hosts annual summit (WABI-TV, 

September 16, 2015) 

 

Maine Summit on Aging tackles issues facing state as 

population ages (Portland Press Herald, September 15, 

2015) 
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Maine legislators help working families. Will Congress 

follow suit? (Bangor Daily News, September 7, 2015) 

 

Interview about tax expenditures accountability (WZON-

AM, September 5, 2015) 

 

Make sure leaders support great gains of Social Security 

and Medicare (Portland Press Herald, September 1, 

2015) 

 

Interview about Social Security and Medicare (WZON-AM, 

August 20, 2015) 

 

Interview about MECEP testimony before the National 

Commission on Hunger (WZON-AM, August 3, 2015) 

 

Interview about bills to accept federal funds to expand 

health coverage (WZON-AM, July 31, 2015) 

 

Workers, families, businesses will all benefit from higher 

minimum wage (Portland Press Herald, July 24, 2015) 

 

2015 Kids Count shows Maine sinking lower into poverty 

(WCSH-TV/WLBZ-TV, July 21, 2015) 

 
 

Sincerely, 

  

Mark Sullivan 

Maine Center for Economic Policy 
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