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$7.50
Maine's current minimum

wage
  

$12 per hour by 2020
Proposed minimum wage
in citizen's ballot initiative
to be voted on November

8, 2016
  

$19.13 and $21.54
Maine's median hourly

wage for full-time workers

MECEP Matters Newsletter    April 2016

Dear MECEP Friend,
 
This month saw MECEP doing what it does best --- diving deep into data to
inform public policy debates. Whether it is providing credible analysis,
correcting misinterpretations, or conducting our own research, you can rely on
MECEP to set the record straight and to advance fact-based solutions. Here
are a few of the issues MECEP weighed in on recently to inform public
understanding of issues and help policymakers make better policy choices.

Sincerely,
Mark Sullivan
Communications Director  

Maine's minimum wage has room to grow

Trying to derail a citizen-initiated ballot question that would increase the state
minimum wage to $12 per hour by 2020, a coalition of Maine businesses cited
a University of California, Berkley study to threaten lay-offs and job losses if
the citizen measure passes. MECEP took a careful look at the study and
found that the business group had misinterpreted its findings. Had they done
the correct calculations, the coalition should be advocating a much higher
minimum wage than the $10 an hour they were asking the legislature to
consider as a competing measure to the citizen initiative already approved by
the Secretary of State's office.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdF7VGnkmn6oiWsDXdvq0LUno9Bou1G9CXtxZ_J7yd41-6GXYYOQ9czd1adW97rNMDav9rDPe3Kxx2nZCK5Pwi7UoVRkY7Z5X1yqmNENl5q9VoFzH2aLD852uV1vNJNiJRPAKiJMtSCJT-guQHzvBeu7JgMVh5Zmu8QxM0t7xOnrLeQRflXbzHeRVZraJszmG0KWUgs0exC2UJm_gni8q963ygyfYdiciEg7xW_xblZ0T0xe301ANhWIeDjueIlgbwWkfjVAlUV-qfyp8Z_EGnTaoHU6WawbjDhI_goCPfKqs_RL9ci7gGli2_9X9eQTqdRkv4hwaXtcy4SRmCsT3qvFtCCjCTL6A_A&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFiheVl3aLD3FqVHA3Rn8zFk3kxENT7aqA12k3QcbuT_I3V924rA53kaPDz2QcyTzGzXe_TugZdDrgrP9gujSoUMpcpvyv-rc7plS-aGapwx5VwNhLvwCrEoXINl2sxLe1gAsDO_GHSEOOJj7MMVZmggKH90dZRyAI02gj2Fo_8sAJsqmAyItJZ1q3IYrTOd4sKXnFVte7SrDbkyaPRk6QBfjRJ-4g7MqLHQ8GW_hdBoB371xlaoPNteGKHizKsJXZhXkgJm-8PSdK3WT0ayUrdxMefzDo0nvEC_V2zTWqQAO-Oq9gtuqmhBYOu55KgQzLus09BvC37GCYvag2VrM9pddP6qnDphXaWG5buTER5m25JrYTsI_79S7nX5I900RHXySOjIZvtsuJw0c_We1gk4HToYcMHodQ_7yiIuO4eKA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdF5B04fLT7QzfTcTkFDy0ysbRMq-3IDuWfSRUvan_SGk12OtbktW0G8xsLmLR_bakrGA1ar_nuEmI-WCpBiLhPVZqPcxjKLPkQxqqzBzuoRRbIr1VOzvaI8Eje5w4-1JivnEyEUvwK-LmG0zByVIIG3w86fZrNahxp4qqHLFqdlFw6T1iUS92XTGk9KSvtfs2-yU_-rLz1C5IzHbnaUxoNHO56Q-A4AQwsBW2TdOi7bFZoPFrN8xr_qMVX6NfI6VvE4htUFeAusPlBaWj4kbdQeii44xQ6QvaJX9FTHymycks=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFiHfd2MlToh-r9RODRV2KsEBnIpodUu9fs4HQI1U3G01iJX9dv5pqo8l1JXQi40SlOuxwkzkk_ku0PcENbO2MelZp4tQMzXZqLJCL4zFIJK9wFJ0qFLMCTs8Y5RA5Xa9v_LIpNIXLqAD1EqIOQLB13o1t_hq0acmGFXIH5lmiArOLJayla-Djb9NdGqAVQLn-Qy8MFnVtzDL4UCgB37KUfrAlnowjsMuyFKVVPtejgFcajWO2MlNZNhG2dd300mv3ofJepZ97jOSD8oU8YNnHuEb-lZ7RD3WhViEu4hAHGZHVNBENsLhuj9ZHhKGlxTKVeb7_huNb_jcrkfRYkaYGuQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFAgKwmYWrlqbMUvDrywYWktY4Ahq6kI5RVOH9cco2c53U2t7MYqQu63dY4Jkq9KIpRYBVpnPgC7ZiC68C07m2mqjviLD8ymghQDPdWhHtaOL2vz1Zq4OhEsFFK48IVf5PlF5GAnhQQnG2nUwS7AZYL0AjAFEWgiv5R-a1PJ8BwAmlySNZAKAAqnZ3Hs3JwevWlrm3zHPE2OngeEWSut5TNHs2dyBVR3ZuCmd2vXctN-8rm7VgltS6A5BN3MRjP0wm-Ujo5Htx7KN3w4SDV3StjEZojoUzPNRJTASSzkgPN634UOeaU0HrPBl6EOaAkM9ubr497vkXReEwBgmWj4sGsVRWrItpOVVG1-n35eoMYKRv68TAqP87tQ==&c=&ch=


in 2014 and 2020
  

$11.48 and $12.92
60% of median hourly
wage in 2014 and 2020

  
$15.77

Maine's living wage

160,000
Number of Mainers who

will receive a pay
increase if Maine's
minimum wage is

passed*

*MECEP analysis based on
data from Economic Policy
Institute

"What this administration
has been doing is taking
down the scaffolding that
helps people climb out of
poverty. They have just
denied assistance, not
improved people's
economic situation."

 
James Myall, MECEP

Policy Analyst

Connect with us

  

 

MECEP's examination of the California study was featured in a press
conference hosted by the Maine People's Alliance. It was picked up by Maine
Public Radio. WGAN News Radio interviewed MECEP Executive Director
Garrett Martin about the kerfuffle. And MECEP's guest editorial helped inform
Bangor Daily News readers.

Declining enrollment is not an indicator of

declining poverty                           
 
The LePage Administration claims success in reforming welfare and lowering
costs of public assistance when all they are really doing is adding work
requirements and other hurdles that lead people to lose their benefits and slip
further and further behind. As more Mainers lose TANF, SNAP, and
MaineCare, homelessness, hunger, and children with no health insurance are
all increasing in Maine. MECEP took the Administration to task for welfare and
health care policies that are predicated on false assumptions and inaccurate
data.
  

The unemployment rate doesn't tell the whole

story

                             
Again, while Governor LePage points to low unemployment numbers as a
measure of his policies' success, MECEP regularly responds with its own
analysis (see here and here) about how the releases on the state's
unemployment rate do not account for a shrinking workforce and do not
capture discouraged workers who have stopped looking because none is
available. When including these discouraged workers, it is clear that Maine is
still recovering from Great Recession. These more detailed numbers are now

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFiheVl3aLD3FqVHA3Rn8zFk3kxENT7aqA12k3QcbuT_I3V924rA53kaPDz2QcyTzGzXe_TugZdDrgrP9gujSoUMpcpvyv-rc7plS-aGapwx5VwNhLvwCrEoXINl2sxLe1gAsDO_GHSEOOJj7MMVZmggKH90dZRyAI02gj2Fo_8sAJsqmAyItJZ1q3IYrTOd4sKXnFVte7SrDbkyaPRk6QBfjRJ-4g7MqLHQ8GW_hdBoB371xlaoPNteGKHizKsJXZhXkgJm-8PSdK3WT0ayUrdxMefzDo0nvEC_V2zTWqQAO-Oq9gtuqmhBYOu55KgQzLus09BvC37GCYvag2VrM9pddP6qnDphXaWG5buTER5m25JrYTsI_79S7nX5I900RHXySOjIZvtsuJw0c_We1gk4HToYcMHodQ_7yiIuO4eKA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFTnVkI-36kr2_CTdg6jenEDph1JIIL_veX7Kwy6OquI3m5o2RTt68z5BEP46Dg1aTVMqPopI8Rt1hpixnSFiQA71fNjVdJwX9P2kg13DtAm253ylgpaePi2Ef1HTB7eTF4bKo44mvGRrTqRpVX9HVqFN8TKgGtMAuBCi2vVdynfhJGzvtrie3LOYijXy7s6_5WtK6cjffY_dpXhYMo38H4lkk4PHv1-X15ImwFoL1NRXXLB-k5bVRb8AD5O-xAxgAWldPX-ymBXcdbC--t701li8JSbpnsTfYiFLP2CXO5R0bIYJD200fbqFKCnYwdk2UWMtRXBvmUJJS6c9euGdz9g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAXUyt2XLtHRjKvnMyMnto4ZVoZ9AXPuQe2Y1v5M_JUr--Q9HG6jQ53FJ8aQ6C2ztlX6m_IZ2x4ZTmDGqj18mJh6W6eJCUZ1rY8gt-MRjvFya4pZOQo5nAhveNgQ3CG1ZD7psVJ8rpBML5B9EEqB1VqJlSvb15HJ2KeSeYwaNOVzzsonpvHIVQ4ncgIyE199wRKzG2NyAUB-KAigi8VF4TEtoGJnbf1EQy9A4L1dhjDLPV3XRoux4b81wLR9gSYYR5312kCMdkXv&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAXUyt2XLtHRjKvnMyMnto4ZVoZ9AXPuQe2Y1v5M_JUr--Q9HG6jQ53FJ8aQ6C2ztlX6m_IZ2x4ZTmDGqj18mJh6W6eJCUZ1rY8gt-MRjvFya4pZOQo5nAhveNgQ3CG1ZD7psVJ8rpBML5B9EEqB1VqJlSvb15HJ2KeSeYwaNOVzzsonpvHIVQ4ncgIyE199wRKzG2NyAUB-KAigi8VF4TEtoGJnbf1EQy9A4L1dhjDLPV3XRoux4b81wLR9gSYYR5312kCMdkXv&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuI7SWwSD-7JyjumOYOMNqmcHHo6CptHOgBMpwvNE5O20Ijtylt_imPfoMN7TRCeQV9Fm4GXfYssKorwZibxAUjvwfb0ugL5PB3Dz65c-TivAZT8fkyTtCfxzrljyZtdqU7LVGd9rG6xSXoFMTsnedkGxDEXWnPX-UnokLDJLIymuxEATyXHuZSU1i1sX7h0cSQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuDzTuxO_4glp6rEOKoON3VIDsdNhRsZiAgvlHKgS5l6dlJc4vG4Uj66mJ0nsU3eB5AG7qjrWD-l1FytIZ1GVWr46iLKr9WcJSBR-ZsLaY3nVHRrOU1Ualt4fDUuteNHDEw==&c=&ch=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001sWE8kxl6JomtGXW5cQt8lVWzO1dMgpr8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuMziueC-U6JUQpduLkOvL83hFSEHgJlqiCS3V8SOMah5LHvBOv1cAFW5_jA_PjY8eR_UZrWew7E1hq3FRd6F4n9TICiI3HsBRcQLdIgDcpCrHpUT4ptPq5XDWsIwRlZ9cYz3ijDqspeS-o6wPZfV1eXCScra070cnT7tAI9xqQgaZRcwwSkQsGc3GXLF3Kobz9x-PRxXj8TK5rnoio2LzcYJVMDO-wV1wl6HmZse5uqaRAbTXCJJH99KBccILX8f188pV_prGXsF2oCMWdzZDUhAI9Y1Fw88_8bQ69waSWjfURv89dmz6dZBUmF8dzcD9OKwfhOXaaMGBr0tvwDk8pasIXDlkjWC7hMAq--b4YbRD6TK-l4yyjg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFXfEwFHEz4swwj42bXotGJsofSJSTKQsI2vToLuzDHN2Qxtw6OPy911VQr08vANErS7Yts5A8fBzpQTW3eClCvNzMxpLU8w5fYtbOD0c6LmpUXxtlYr3VSkODBvmkmS9Qy_ORbn9TsDP675iyfGmM1N7Lh9bvjXsTnZEOG-FPwAeVHmlw7KeO0NNBMdBmQ6eNOuaUTmZYHFDbk0mHGtujU7peS-vDIMWbIxRIpDtjzWvGgqe5xl4duy646ypv3b7KWq5TK4Ev3MPLqZH3yxv7Dl1rUD1aceXR-rYTSwBqIXTaxW27Bktce8NaOJdRgvbKVSQ_OafKT8ZsMd8uyIzQgWa51zPGEis_RgnNsbdrlyXXpAkhMTGsBAdtDPHHhdJJjP847fub0tU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFWkw4mfVX_RSwkkcVQvrgwha4bGK2KpsJqE_zDCDyUUfH08qH1xWCtRCl5aGdI0BGRN9UuZ4tkMeUfP5RaUsEOSFGeCy74JCwt3vtZaXTbLS6Qx5S8rT5mCyGqMSDxAQdtwOlE7iEL8yYT4gN16yCQc-dxaRHaOSbQK7PEpaBBBZWrpO0vXX6WSaHBdHuxbatIlyRO8nqVfXedmY60QgkSvPcVQW_VUBDqdZ440CU02xtfcu8X-VWiritInfkIckPuAR4I4dOVS-St4q8IuCuIVhTC2Jc6AjtWPUwcg3AWC3OlvYNIKhoOqtqwNSUcmHSAqkXSMps2_eI0jMRTTIJ8LpWt80unCxtg_oMiGFIjghyLVoUra3AuDwqKmyjvwF7XsHi4yu1wZY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdF8159hNoZm4ImQOlRyvsBf6FwEXVwbgbTmHEf26Q0IFAWBMpZAcvlZpRSCS2IxKwxUHDe5mDAFUhKc5f_Qchdje7qwatUd6-0z-xyr-O5P4iIEiCMf2kOseFSn-YMynH4uhm9jKMxzkQwvkRJj2jaSadz-qjaL-YAZR3CoyOR2gL9KOLS-YTi_DPLGnYQwgHefW2ITl_N71j0trOXedcle9LfeisNiQWbSw5SH2WFdAxL3EPMYNKmKAOffOdG7j2CeAsgwSQuUD2Gy5yEEjuo0u_nfqeIcHOVKAcjo-iDmYe4JebUpCFSAsz_jhflqgOY&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFiheVl3aLD3FqVHA3Rn8zFk3kxENT7aqA12k3QcbuT_I3V924rA53kaPDz2QcyTzGzXe_TugZdDrgrP9gujSoUMpcpvyv-rc7plS-aGapwx5VwNhLvwCrEoXINl2sxLe1gAsDO_GHSEOOJj7MMVZmggKH90dZRyAI02gj2Fo_8sAJsqmAyItJZ1q3IYrTOd4sKXnFVte7SrDbkyaPRk6QBfjRJ-4g7MqLHQ8GW_hdBoB371xlaoPNteGKHizKsJXZhXkgJm-8PSdK3WT0ayUrdxMefzDo0nvEC_V2zTWqQAO-Oq9gtuqmhBYOu55KgQzLus09BvC37GCYvag2VrM9pddP6qnDphXaWG5buTER5m25JrYTsI_79S7nX5I900RHXySOjIZvtsuJw0c_We1gk4HToYcMHodQ_7yiIuO4eKA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuB_N2lwoVu6hvy-bZJ-QGhtncV-qkY5NUQUPQ1OVKgpX8Vcppis3PF04pL-A3jGDUP40Zvptr32nVVIgry29cXbHIhnA05yrDwnaKhDtpwwx432fsxmzlPnCbG1yvk-11jQ1D_iG-MJ5uRvEZCubWOdOCmpwssBukMG8sqpLoHvORE6GwVzjgt7l_FVux0aOM1D6LKXxqsNXt1Ro23JTRdx3wIthaDM12J1JY5Wwg6nRXQK7FqTxCDlOwnMuVFgloXdPKjCUY9hJs8_mkqSC-db6Pvr_KEtlMAusrORloFbX5TkbLe0td5S5QyJsxB_P5VLQmUP2pAgrGsNjkeNMY44zvUle3cnCgQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuHSLMrcAu54GXSU08i_ltz_rjCTcvBoYqCWIZ2ZQTdGPURZAk2FstwRT8UjiVjs0-nepRCTSVy-NN49TcX8ar2vuP_65dBg89s19x1NjQFBBb8o6FTnzs_9vPxJENekuVzGJxDlkzMkPSfTe8W4kn3lND1cMgIYKdat2HXZGulRuGSuo8A3vBFQzXY2gA-o9giZS0nGM6VoBrlwt1Kmt7diBWbvUg22Z4p_baL2JHILEe7dDy35bJJEYC-C9UUwVyeyhhuWGxPrkvBooxc49CDIE7mBxNwTlR_xdrbWLeSDN_Bp8D9SAl32JMbQxEspBV3MjBjAdaiRlFsvzJ1jV0lkEC6LM9lcqMYdbUxsB-w16N4xqsh2d5oN2ud7fvA7Ik8FMw1AlctrV7lDdSwODJmiusTBTbGCummP3hS_IPHsoUfuN6vQQdcj7bf6QLsHFYFaNDhWQR7st&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuHSLMrcAu54GdEztn_D8PyE1diHmCBQf9ZwLuI0tLuwoPgQ25uHWNdnH4Jyz_4bC511FNsmIelJhPP_j8IP-D1VuWkAdKy0NYOzzb6CZO4NpMbSuocGpoYC_kB39BYQa_gNEfnEF6p4FVpSxfBa1DhMFRCeGvmFG2hA--RPj0YCDC3jIuNmYuEmw1smlk3p-pmG3EueDL7zB_1DxLuVy1IBHAftqKBEjsvu6cMMQ7qTnZW_-0By5n0N3_5qq6oQftJrsdzfRNYV2tYtQMt7gyro-zMcNbgFz65Cy7l5Su_LqL0sRHqvKTLQl_ousX1-AuVfMMUzlSwh9CHIzwRtY9KrOq2jJ6gj-VfihOM1eOdT8VnmRz1KXvb3ItRj-wI0lB7HeZ1o8zS4Y9HUP842l-Jkg6EP8a_I9dQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFYnn8lG_NgaaiVnFxELbqz0SFIE0rdZXPqZu9SingpX0LDjpz307cFtXaJr5bpROzQIBxM5E2hOoiDSnBikyFhqHDN2OQcdqvh9RL81uQRO-R3cW-FDkEuYex7xlRlJVJG9bnX0rb5LE2G7BAXCglomnwRsL5THIs-lLX923zZTrtL10QI89m5Hw8yj8kHCEUQ7aPhztdASUtPg3q4a40WPPyM7U4y9TszXSHOBcKjSMadHRMBdZrpnvwCJlnPKQe-QLq7_Hm6AfvUdCRx2jQqABJGi871mSbEOLcTllA4hxugf_SRbso9UQ7_9DYwyTSkufSHcgjOWVf6DE0UWqcWdduQXByvS2muxBmotwQhP-zq058mx1Mm-KPpyhOw53kF5q5zBnxGRxazs6KNaA9u1J8YSSMt5sOkIPYN9etef6eyzwzbD6NmdR9EXqy3_Q6&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFKTO0Fmxk1hNj_lwNUwiyDYJFhl54poa1Ds71Ix5Z9knq6UWftT20BIXlIkTkerGr5J0ng4vbgtDiaNBkoa5YLldjTSF24NCSgHqqaijlo917hV7367PZIeLMA1mVwqngNxp5SCCTW_H7KyIumxVOKbp0lgyXcE8nrfTsY1sMUHrWQUEjK7Hs3Q6yHSCjnQxPuJNQJFXznKexZVY3xe2gzQMnaaRoo86xsJglpTJNZlLIvfvtBUlJUMltf4OVSLVzrzQn3hSc1DLwWBaf0__tNHpaLhvI5r3LFnjvMXJKZVIunUzbRwQh2G_G4lFDlkAtuACDRiEd7Csiem8jQ3eIIPDlFj6g85Azw1VEmXD57bWXloMgrZN4JaUJak1RqcoOecNcnxnyOC5y0SBPiz-_C9FTxvM-Y4LfUpg3svltozE=&c=&ch=
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being reported by the mainstream news.

What's in a name? Payday lenders' bill misleads

lawmakers and the public

                             
Supporters are touting an industry-backed bill, the Consumer Protection and
Choice Act (H.R. 4018), presently making its way through Congress, as an
effort to protect consumers when it is nothing of the sort. In reality, the bill
would delay the federal consumer protection bureau's attempt to write stronger
industry regulations by two years and would nullify strong state laws that are
already in place. Payday lenders are not held to the same standards as
commercial banks or credit unions. Their unregulated and often abusive
practices trap low-income families in a cycle of debt and poverty. MECEP
called out the industry on their misleading tactics and urged our Congressional
Delegation to oppose this bill.

In the Legislature

MECEP remains a voice of
reason in the state budgeting
process and sets the bar for
commentary by others. In
March we explained how
Governor LePage's piece-meal
budget approach is short-
sighted. A short time later, the

editors of the Portland Press Herald echoed our assessment.
 
During this session, MECEP also helped protect tax fairness and future
funding for shared priorities. With MECEP's data and analytic support, the
legislature fended off the governor's effort to eliminate the estate tax and a
cap on itemized deductions that would have primarily benefited Maine's
wealthiest individuals, and they increased state funding for local education as
part of their conformity package.
 
Finally, legislators have not yet acted on a 2016 bill (LD 633) that provides yet
another way for Maine to accept federal funds to expand MaineCare, but
MECEP and the Cover ME Now coalition have provided support and analysis
to efforts to pass this bill. MECEP's latest analysis shows how Maine's failure
to accept federal funds affects different parts of the state by legislative
district.

In the News

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFVHFN7IqxM7OUSvEMt2BqFcmWbX93WUHVHwT9BTn-zQHQVGrUqmJS0mELS-8oN8DgPiUfrSBewW07zn5q60p8B73tpz6h57zQVB-_Vc4dVy_eyllFyKOKpxsbxDqEPmm34stuMRh0-COCpCJEGDjfqFKCCzvbg_IKdr-jXEhE-lGbCSzB4A1OJRBzhgTtpfT5iJTefO4-aY_c_PT4OMkgAl-g84za1CaXle176_zUDTADBUuZb-L1tr_tlzEVPr4PBpJScgx6u1ACawk37G1jE4NGQsqeHtPMy6wWWw0Zuxc_vQkBVTn5DU2AqSF8gSMVsGXDJHmdc733a9ujnhOOHlwZSKjUP9Z8J9c9IqcPvcQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFH99rzt2WQvKmeL2jxMm7sS2vNTZXqxkP86WpXq2HFZRCmFeFYhuo5Gh60xtoB528k8XHEHk7gUEgfeSVDbWNl24ihyCNPeMAsCH5Nhz0Yggd5Lvhs0VgPIeopdvU1DyO3IR3ZQVvI8_2eotla6P9zK25tjfuQs5RVOd1NevocaF_kCH9zcV-7lVGiPyirpc3qGDU1UwlwMnL8kuXdJ6iCTojYOt7dc_t6QXMjf1HgKEqharhTtPHX9x5KpDd594IZch0YAxk99rblzC30Fcwh5y45wYoXIscbay2g0nXCHZ8DlIDYY7Uad93dDiB_GegrwDEcU_UU2d6FNyBOfbkX8hLnCrmMGYBFajYKD9tdSTCc8xovcRySbqrZ7k1tlHU5LEZeIXywDnrS20ItVmk8g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFwUzjKPiLjgzus93yf6qGEyZvawNEPjt5mGEIjNgNzWkK-OI1HT4pgFpx7ThHirIiUnz5iEsj9rRSnoIdcyvxWTb2Nv7YoKQKL44DvZgEfLFPmc63lbgkU6CEy8lGVv6OaKKDn8eMB0cQdUMeI08Co4lMj8afJQZ0djabbW1QGgeNUcZF7sq-iCGvJUgS2Svnk8YxyBb0ckXkXMFj0_20N9nQgi3K3KQo_HlR4V0V43_wi0sxJp4tM4pApKJaMLLQmJpKKlrpVYpdxNcFC9tDGENcJLwWVSNjhq8BLEjtKM0u4b3yFHX6H1HdWdFvpEh_akXRpsEFr8fbOj8FcEscNcLLNEcQ7izIxzME3UZ4snjNdmw21koaz9JS_-7TWBnAr_lrs6Eijq9HfPF830FeEQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFLK1qBKKYX7znsHK7j4LX2WGPX5BpsXaCdq9hoxxsuTEuLVltKS923RP5kWZGswcyKpchbGzXSeMnZiLEYK39QwUhXcwj9OUl0ot80-BVvIkbPrP7mC6-Y3OAL1-xJjpigESxvG0_K1XelLZCtphqzZsPR8sXPwAaGc1o0YkHC_wBHc7tu1KWo2eEI_J1im5CYGoeGcugjFY6vQ6v86rbAf93zFo6wq3qrn0C3ZAwiWI417oKTYN2j4lyiQ5MjEQPzBdC6Y157EtFIrJtowamNfafnTcPHdZ8YGpKQ5vkmQ4EQZQXqZFECfiF4-ullqpDJeW36HBDAJBajg00Ie2tSVeL8D20w1L24vNzTqQgdxrOvbypS4EUfQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFUqGDTGM-FkK-I363EPvr1V-no3g4C6uCsNMU4iGAv4jQdkqoqIik8ZQ8cajcVmeOKFiaCOe06wmiC27RnSYg698dztuHC4b3cTEAkjaRn1i9t28Zk_8qaSwBEHoVpZTvDpGg2kmWPblgKp1uqa_Q3Y4Wrm-bqji9d7SPf4NtD0KcFlbwZ8mnCzqLw1Gq5HMb7t-D_bUorAOYsZZy0p67X4ZSFoYMPW-glgL3gz6EUOMi-jTZSgS9kUiSgki3ELIoKvYEWYwBiWqMUPKW-m_niREFLFRFGX5ZDn4pAhcHiCyWq5ULZVt1bkEoJsTKl0D-hiZqTT32Xonu1uSmd4HIKw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuD1rOf_r8ylBZkHuw0HIdA-xGC7K1LfXN42gMftc3Yj33GfUmFgP8BNbY4ME-rX3eaUxa9nzZeCEY3xC66sWkQJ9xlS8U9JcqWWKt4J3h0CLBB8bbgO4ZEF-KtDZkc9st8UybHdVI1A4voqq8VDUZaGvPEwAag_WZg1z-fQwpIL9q4C05Me8lZ6l6dOVo361G9z0OXnPlX1KyW9NKH1VTyCj6BK81ibw90LRMKtXJlNMrjF-Arw-vRMmOWhrqvP6WrT7aD3TA3CutmGnJRQsW8HWtgNSLxp5DOrOyJHvbF0NZOswUCCfiP0D--vx_O7ch9XQcPEi8SHJLrM9Q-lJtDzLnjQ9mfGfCMx_h4b0G1jI9jgcDN5JPKOynR9AeAZtRcj48b0k81vRVfY35bjDGq2vTgFe3dv3GFaoRK3m9g3TKBda9JbILPe_-S5ShSEJp4ZoQlU3cM3LDGUKfI59N_GW8t6nOiqL7Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFzbRUJaoMBQvQf2ygVjfkYD3ixdnn1PWL6w4uLcMV2B2wbJaJZ7xEylu1I4GYp1WZqAoKrJHscMIdlw0whdwl8B0wL18aMn9CLt9OdRk9ZPP0XqspPwToifIXUgTSjGCDcDl0UYwVG93lxWkYi12M5BFmEnjvFOtIO1JTo439gof-LZV6LRcKuUCTqCfNz2gbVUFSM_5f6strmIcmVlGSD2mpHBx-uZtJAfOsMlJV5JtkwZ6o0W3Ip0sM-QIkyTDCWzQE2G4hPIqZL0Ltr013qw_UHLwWTe-PEeM-dsS1cOuczgDlZPbZP43OXCbeAxo60IsadUwMe_FBo9anMZ6GQQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFm_wFM_hVYgTL6EmxS2VFRZWAW8ZvH_EAhE5L9YMtgZaZcT1dC-lTvAWqEpfYVJUUhuTiux_zuBlxU-WC9SnvsDKzv-zHlU7XGYovNPEDqGisNAXuUvKwvltrtf-z1i9BLv6WrveatwJWq-sR9VEV4srSarNmFdUU1sU6ube2--h7__VEiiI07G7nBdBpNkyBDzMZpEFCSN--caSVUk1rxxv5lSh1_pM_3kWz4I6x9uF0lhkeUwbBYg_vmAB3R7cubWNuHAIZFZ4GJ6FOPGKcgJiScdHHxlL-NT0OfOudIkDJ9lOXjnt2vU-CCcOSK9lSV5E_uM-qywP5wl6YKIr_P6VdiE6qsbafTWZ8m8KKOmc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfGBo1znYdFHfUrFBTfXMjRDQLNMe9M5kx7k6qmEyScJyMQbAxI6PKpol-Z84FitLwk6pEtKvFbf96ygxNy_kW_fFqKsFIezlSz-dDlGTyu22VB-eg0KEfLFV-AeJR8GAYLbRlLIrIOnZuFgOzCFqxVFtB_Q78OhoGX9KnVVTOSsZUs2nraAXR85OZ21nRZU1EovnWn-FDQ8BE_gWh_oTP4f0dk5bPXouA48iZkW3TsThA11_QcDFeECj0m2y-9RlP9BuJ6Myzbh-1rHOK4It6L19OhfNmgnLuM3fIjTg4Y1vaOhuOrbe5n4Bc-MYyxkLFfs_01FdrPT-4bNlJeZ63JtO3gP1YxZw==&c=&ch=


 
 

WZON interview with Garrett Martin to discuss the estate tax, health care, and
minimum wage 
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Maine lags New England, nation in per capita personal income
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Gov. LePage damages budget process with piecemeal spending measures
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Democrats vote down LePage bill to kill Maine estate tax
March 22, 2016 | Bangor Daily News
 
The Universal Notebook: Denial of Health and Human Services
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WGAN interview with Garrett Martin to discuss recent minimum wage research
and unemployment numbers
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$12 minimum wage supporters: Alternative ballot measure backers misusing
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Corporate lobbyists make major math error, have accidentally been arguing for
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Advocates hit LePage TANF bill in public hearing
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