
  

 
 

   

 

 

MECEP Matters 
March 2017 

 

House GOP Plan Would Have Put Health Care 

Out of Reach for Poor, Rural, Older Mainers 
 

 

 

As the debate over the Republican health plan heated up in Washington, MECEP 
played an active role in providing information to help Maine people and the media 
understand it’s impacts closer to home. 
 
Read our Analysis  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Maine Forfeits Over $1.9 Billion in Federal Funds 

Under LePage Administration 
 

MECEP's latest report  identifies over $1.9 billion in federal funding that the state of Maine 
has turned away over the past seven years denying families and businesses the ability to 
prosper. 

Many of the forfeited federal funds are for state priorities, like addressing Maine's opioid 
addiction epidemic, helping elderly Mainers suffering from Alzheimer's and their 
caregivers, supporting victims of domestic abuse, and maintaining roadways for efficient 
commerce. The funds would also provide children with food, health care, and early 
education; giving them the early healthy start they need to thrive as adults. Forfeiting 
these federal dollars is causing lasting harm to Maine's people and economy. 

MECEP encourages lawmakers to use available federal funds to invest in public health, 
education, health care, and infrastructure. It also recommends a public inquiry into state 
government's pursuit and expenditure of federal funding to make sure there are no 
irregularities.  
 

 Link to our Report 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFv6aF7eXlWFjRq7PHForqNtezPocnRTIqluRoQ0HwONyvFIRTFoRBK6sy9pKqG4Rx6bAIwhD5jG0eCTJYR-raMQGsVLaI213MqZn-zv2_T6G9bzAssd-IszVk-Hn0BkcNOglCTP3emiJzbmd79VmgqatIaVaI_-h76JXRRfWbb3Aulkep07R_1O1Cb2m095vvUMFw---CmJ5A=&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==


Homestead Exemption Elimination Would Raise 

Property Taxes for Tens of Thousands of Mainers 
 

  

Governor LePage’s budget proposal 
offers tax breaks worth $23,000 annually 
to Maine's top 1 percent, while asking 
homeowners to pay an average of $300 
more in property taxes.  
 

The budget proposes elimination of the 
homestead exemption for Maine 
homeowners under the age of 65.  
 

The exemption provides vital relief from 
already historically-high property 
taxes.  MECEP created an interactive 
map that shows the impact of the 
homestead exemption repeal on each 
Maine community. 
 

Click here for the map 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MECEP's Latest Analyses 
 

 

 

$1,456 per month: Increase in health 
insurance premium for an older couple 
in Washington County with an income 
of $24,000 under the House GOP plan 
 
4,800: Number of jobs loss per year 
from the state's forfeiture of $1.9 
billion in federal grants and funding 
 
$700 million: Loss to Maine's economy 
from the state's forfeiture of $1.9 
billion in federal grants and funding 
 
33%: Percent increase in 
average property tax rates in Maine 
communities as a result of state cuts in 
revenue sharing and education funding 
 
213,000 – Number of Maine 
homeowners losing their Homestead 
Exemption under LePage budget 
 
80% of Mainers making less than 
$92,000 a year: Those who will get a 
tax increase under LePage budget  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Read MECEP's Blog 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFvL1xsRySk4y8FtTtxRLQhXdZN0RsfWCjMWe0ZLlgiljYNSQ0evjPzfu_4qtEWi0zHw6tf0bL99SijA-CwyW7RcLxtzwgOz4Dsf3BIOcpLBFFyuJddbU2bG8Dvh1zpBDa_MJnujuhp1I3O2MXrEa5GUBOfCDn0O5AyvOvPY0nrvzS23FlUebQaJbp-cqVH9Uq9CRELwR88U-CGsJ4k0VbLORD61gZ1hfX5i8Gl-45S5zNaOXY4ZFbgWPxcmo4GcVrm&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFv6aF7eXlWFjRq7PHForqNtezPocnRTIqluRoQ0HwONyvFIRTFoRBK6sy9pKqG4Rx6bAIwhD5jG0eCTJYR-raMQGsVLaI213MqZn-zv2_T6G9bzAssd-IszVk-Hn0BkcNOglCTP3emiJzbmd79VmgqatIaVaI_-h76JXRRfWbb3Aulkep07R_1O1Cb2m095vvUMFw---CmJ5A=&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFv6aF7eXlWFjRq7PHForqNtezPocnRTIqluRoQ0HwONyvFIRTFoRBK6sy9pKqG4Rx6bAIwhD5jG0eCTJYR-raMQGsVLaI213MqZn-zv2_T6G9bzAssd-IszVk-Hn0BkcNOglCTP3emiJzbmd79VmgqatIaVaI_-h76JXRRfWbb3Aulkep07R_1O1Cb2m095vvUMFw---CmJ5A=&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFv6aF7eXlWFjRq7PHForqNtezPocnRTIqluRoQ0HwONyvFIRTFoRBK6sy9pKqG4Rx6bAIwhD5jG0eCTJYR-raMQGsVLaI213MqZn-zv2_T6G9bzAssd-IszVk-Hn0BkcNOglCTP3emiJzbmd79VmgqatIaVaI_-h76JXRRfWbb3Aulkep07R_1O1Cb2m095vvUMFw---CmJ5A=&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFv6aF7eXlWFjRq7PHForqNtezPocnRTIqluRoQ0HwONyvFIRTFoRBK6sy9pKqG4Rx6bAIwhD5jG0eCTJYR-raMQGsVLaI213MqZn-zv2_T6G9bzAssd-IszVk-Hn0BkcNOglCTP3emiJzbmd79VmgqatIaVaI_-h76JXRRfWbb3Aulkep07R_1O1Cb2m095vvUMFw---CmJ5A=&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm9S2mJQU3NzTe6huN5xijTrPqfLg4_31LLGhbcteU7qOe3V6F1O9LTkNnLX8iUye6EeQKyDICRDZSDG1YXUkbvNVuBpTlPvUUnXqjuY_vRdfKYVcKs6dlENLZJoZZD-a7EEKrvaYYMJBpRSMOHHU6tZ1bF0zgDuxIg==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm1HrGsT5bt9kEF1ZOslSNspDwfSpQA4msDe_dlafpOqIachMzuRuVuY8BnRlCYhpnVWkgstLKyD6dLi5K2a_JkXV-zb-zhow0QeIhWN2ebelEW3IUpxvcRqnV2Bn61O_DHHhqskcbHxNU7oJ42eGJEQ_CBmeP_SXwakjcG6JxWpe84emrM7Xkc5IUhUl6uFsSjw8kdEHPWYNOXpTvumqKxlAIsIiU_NwWiqmMKWBBbz8&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm1HrGsT5bt9kEF1ZOslSNspDwfSpQA4msDe_dlafpOqIachMzuRuVuY8BnRlCYhpnVWkgstLKyD6dLi5K2a_JkXV-zb-zhow0QeIhWN2ebelEW3IUpxvcRqnV2Bn61O_DHHhqskcbHxNU7oJ42eGJEQ_CBmeP_SXwakjcG6JxWpe84emrM7Xkc5IUhUl6uFsSjw8kdEHPWYNOXpTvumqKxlAIsIiU_NwWiqmMKWBBbz8&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm1HrGsT5bt9kEF1ZOslSNspDwfSpQA4msDe_dlafpOqIachMzuRuVuY8BnRlCYhpnVWkgstLKyD6dLi5K2a_JkXV-zb-zhow0QeIhWN2ebelEW3IUpxvcRqnV2Bn61O_DHHhqskcbHxNU7oJ42eGJEQ_CBmeP_SXwakjcG6JxWpe84emrM7Xkc5IUhUl6uFsSjw8kdEHPWYNOXpTvumqKxlAIsIiU_NwWiqmMKWBBbz8&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFvdO_zF2jeO7kd-7P45n6IXOeUoQxw3byvynh-ZuE-s9vlJwqK0dARHzmcdwVIkzFW5kod1yzAvJhhrrpsJ4jDyE2MONRTA_xLRrEI5DaBIsfsK675lPflUblCDpCOhBUs4yYBXBJpF8-B9ZhjXz1XM0Jshmgeova6G6_t87WNUfdNrjG2VMSg2Z5a-Hl9-9dV42e6SP9g8_u1Ff2VYFG31_Z84NMCsLMc&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrm4esnVi5VhFvdO_zF2jeO7kd-7P45n6IXOeUoQxw3byvynh-ZuE-s9vlJwqK0dARHzmcdwVIkzFW5kod1yzAvJhhrrpsJ4jDyE2MONRTA_xLRrEI5DaBIsfsK675lPflUblCDpCOhBUs4yYBXBJpF8-B9ZhjXz1XM0Jshmgeova6G6_t87WNUfdNrjG2VMSg2Z5a-Hl9-9dV42e6SP9g8_u1Ff2VYFG31_Z84NMCsLMc&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DSjyGGhF3bOQOmrRZIPGn8MJFZPhUb8JJ6bWGhTKXVym6on1oLTrmx6HJ7QvLkj6F2bgt2U94b2dkfq-24zVwkKZTrHXwK8zKkg_zrahQnNEzIAzrxvTyfOXlSUljZDC_WQ4XTA7ze9x74hmXrr1kA==&c=cqUQxPoS4oiOkuulDcLy5YampO1WSeKuUZcmTF0F8yYi7W_CR1PYHg==&ch=3lCz0zJdk_-C6HXW10ljPvhe7PZlvzgTfsKJh8ojVcFbz2Af52nyUQ==


 

 

Featured Blog Post 

Garrett Martin's March 10 blog post 
calls out the flaws and misconceptions 
in the governor's Office of Policy and 
Management's analysis of the education 
funding initiative that voters approved 
last fall. 
 

The LePage administration’s Q2 
analysis gets it wrong  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Introducing MECEP's Chair of the Board 
 

Lee Webb assumed the chair of MECEP's board of 
directors for 2017. 

Lee Webb, had this to say about his election, "MECEP 
is the analytical backbone of the "good folks" in 
Augusta: great research, insightful analysis, well-
written reports, and an excellent staff. I am happy to 
be able to help. " 

Lee joined MECEP’s board in 2004. Lee was a leader in 
the student, civil rights, and peace movements in the 
1960s. He went on to found the Center for Policy 
Alternatives, focused on developing innovative ideas 
for state and local governments; worked for New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo; served as executive vice president of the NY Urban Development 
Corporation; vice president of Partners Health Care in Boston; and vice president at the 
New School University in New York. Lee has his BA from Boston University, MA from 
Goddard College, and Ph.D. in public administration and public policy from the Union 
Institute. He currently serves as a senior policy fellow for the Margaret Chase Smith Policy 
Center at the University of Maine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MECEP in the News 
 

In case you missed them, MECEP's analyses were used by Maine journalists and bloggers 
and the radio news to inform public debate:  
 

Maine’s low health ranking is a call for action, not further backing off  

According to a recent [Maine Center for Economic Policy] report, the state has explicitly 
chosen not to pursue federal grant opportunities to address colorectal cancer screening 
rates, to improve water testing for arsenic and lead, and to address other critical public 
health problems and needs.  
March 30, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    
 

A commitment to poor children’s well-being is key to Maine’s future prosperity  

A recent data analysis shows that the percentage of Maine children living in deep poverty 
— defined as living on less than $10,000 a year for a family of three — has increased at a 
rate eight times greater than the national average, according to the Maine Center for 
Economic Policy.   
March 27, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

How Gov. LePage lost Maine almost $2 billion  
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A new report from the Maine Center for Economic Policy shows how the government of 
Maine has forfeited or ignored more than $1.9 billion in federal funding since 2011 that 
could have gone to health care, economic development and other state priorities, at a cost 
of nearly 5,000 jobs annually.  
March 24, 2017 | The Beacon  
 

WZON Interview with Jody Harris 

Don Cookson of WZON-AM interviewed Jody Harris about MECEP's new report, Lost 
Federal Funds: Lost Opportunities for Maine.   
March 22, 2017 | WZON-AM    
 

Study: Maine Has Left $2 Billion in Federal Funds on Table in Past 5 Years  

Center Director Garrett Martin says that in addition to the loss of Medicaid expansion funds 
under the Affordable Care Act, the state missed out on matching highway funds estimated 
at $196 million. Martin says he hopes the study will be used by the legislature to rethink 
why they have not sought all federal funds that are available.  
March 21, 2017 | Maine Public    
 

New Bill Seeks to Eliminate 3% Surtax Approved Through Question 2  

Representatives from the Maine Center for Economic Policy testified against the bill. They 
claim the wealthiest 1% of Maine households will still pay a lower effective tax rate than 
75% of Maine’s middle class families.  
March 20, 2017 | WABI-TV    
 

Trump’s budget would have serious consequences in Maine  

The Trump budget is really a disaster from our perspective, and nothing more than a down 
payment on tax cuts for the wealthy at the expense of everyone else,” said Garrett Martin, 
executive director of the Maine Center for Economic Policy.   
March 16, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    
 

Lower-income residents have most to lose with GOP health plan   
The Maine Center for Economic Policy said older and lower-income Mainers would be 
particularly hard hit by the repeal plan. James Myall, health analyst for the center, said 
residents in Hancock, Washington and Aroostook counties have the highest health 
insurance premiums.  
March 15, 2017 | The Ellsworth American  
 

LePage, Democrats still can’t agree on the basic math of Question 2  
Garrett Martin, the executive director of the liberal, pro-referendum Maine Center for 
Economic Policy, said the initial piece of the analysis “doesn’t seem to pass the straight-
face test..."  
March 10, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

WZON Interview with Garrett Martin  
Don Cookson of WZON-AM interviewed Garrett Martin about the LePage administration’s 
flawed analysis of the economic impacts of the successful Q2 education funding 
referendum.  
March 10, 2017 | WZON-AM  
 

Lawmakers shouldn’t let ideology trump the needs of real people  

The percentage of children living in deep poverty—family earnings of less than $10,000 a 
year—is growing faster in Maine than in any other state according to data from the Maine 
Center for Economic Policy.  
February 15, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Governor’s property tax relief cuts receive cold response  

The governor’s office has not provided an analysis of how many Mainers will benefit from 
the property tax credit, but according to the Maine Center for Economic Policy, 213,000 
Maine homeowners are ‘at risk of higher property taxes’ if the exemption is repealed. 
February 9, 2017 | Free Press    
 

LePage favors replacing ACA with insurance deregulation  
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If the ACA were repealed without a replacement, approximately 95,000 Mainers would 
lose health insurance and costs to hospitals would increase by $475 million, according to 
Maine Center for Economic Policy.  
February 9, 2017 | Free Press    
 

Tax reform in the age of bad faith? No chance  

According to the Maine Center for Economic Policy, a left-leaning think tank, 912 families 
in Millinocket would see their property taxes skyrocket by $593 per year. It’s a similar story 
around the state, as property taxes go up an estimated $300.  
February 8, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Want to improve Maine’s future? Invest in our children  

From 2011 to 2015, the proportion of Maine children living in extreme poverty grew at 
eight times the national average, according to data from the Maine Center for Economic 
Policy.  
February 8, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Here’s exactly how much Gov. LePage’s tax cuts for the wealthy would raise your 
property taxes  

Governor LePage’s budget proposal offers tax breaks worth $23,000 annually to Maine’s 
1%, while asking homeowners to pay an average of $300 more in already historically-high 
property taxes.  
February 7, 2017 | The Beacon    
 

LePage defends budget in appearance before legislative panels  

The Maine Center for Economic Policy says the top 1 percent of taxpayers will get an 
average overall tax cut of $23,000 a year, but argues that 4 out of every 5 families will see 
a tax increase.  
February 6, 2017 | Maine Public    
 

Gov. LePage’s proposed budget could lower income tax, increase property tax  

The Maine Center for Economic Policy believes LePage’s priorities are upside-down and 
that implementing a plan that gives tax breaks to the rich would actually increase property 
taxes for 80% of Maine families.  
February 6, 2017 | WABI-TV    
 

Reading between the lines of the LePage budget  

A broader analysis from the liberal Maine Center for Economic Policy looking at tax 
changes around income, sales, property, child care and pensions found it would raise taxes 
over current law for the bottom 80 percent of Maine households—those with less than 
$92,000 in annual income.  
February 6, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Eye on Augusta: Biennial budget hearings on tax cuts begin next week  

The governor’s proposal cuts services communities rely on and pushes costs for education 
and other services onto cities and towns just two months after Mainers approved more 
state funding for education paid for by a tax on wealthy households.  
February 2, 2017 | (Rockland) Free Press    
 

Gov. LePage’s budget is a boon for wealthy, burden for working class  

Under the governor’s plan, tax increases on most Mainers won’t pay for better schools, 
better roads or better jobs. Instead, the governor uses these tax hikes to pay for more 
massive tax breaks for Maine’s wealthiest residents.  
February 2, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MECEP Matters is a monthly update on MECEP's work. If you know someone who 
is passionate about economic justice or interested in economic issues, please 
forward this email and encourage them to subscribe. 
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MECEP Matters 
March 2017 

 

House GOP Plan Would Have Put Health Care 

Out of Reach for Poor, Rural, Older Mainers 
 

 

 

As the debate over the Republican health plan heated up in Washington, MECEP 
played an active role in providing information to help Maine people and the media 
understand it’s impacts closer to home. 
 
Read our Analysis  
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Maine Forfeits Over $1.9 Billion in Federal Funds 

Under LePage Administration 
 

MECEP's latest report  identifies over $1.9 billion in federal funding that the state of Maine 
has turned away over the past seven years denying families and businesses the ability to 
prosper. 

Many of the forfeited federal funds are for state priorities, like addressing Maine's opioid 
addiction epidemic, helping elderly Mainers suffering from Alzheimer's and their 
caregivers, supporting victims of domestic abuse, and maintaining roadways for efficient 
commerce. The funds would also provide children with food, health care, and early 
education; giving them the early healthy start they need to thrive as adults. Forfeiting 
these federal dollars is causing lasting harm to Maine's people and economy. 

MECEP encourages lawmakers to use available federal funds to invest in public health, 
education, health care, and infrastructure. It also recommends a public inquiry into state 
government's pursuit and expenditure of federal funding to make sure there are no 
irregularities.  
 

 Link to our Report 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Homestead Exemption Elimination Would Raise 

Property Taxes for Tens of Thousands of Mainers 
 

  

Governor LePage’s budget proposal 
offers tax breaks worth $23,000 annually 
to Maine's top 1 percent, while asking 
homeowners to pay an average of $300 
more in property taxes.  
 

The budget proposes elimination of the 
homestead exemption for Maine 
homeowners under the age of 65.  
 

The exemption provides vital relief from 
already historically-high property 
taxes.  MECEP created an interactive 
map that shows the impact of the 
homestead exemption repeal on each 
Maine community. 
 

Click here for the map 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MECEP's Latest Analyses 
 

 

 

$1,456 per month: Increase in health 
insurance premium for an older couple 
in Washington County with an income 
of $24,000 under the House GOP plan 
 
4,800: Number of jobs loss per year 
from the state's forfeiture of $1.9 
billion in federal grants and funding 
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$700 million: Loss to Maine's economy 
from the state's forfeiture of $1.9 
billion in federal grants and funding 
 
33%: Percent increase in 
average property tax rates in Maine 
communities as a result of state cuts in 
revenue sharing and education funding 
 
213,000 – Number of Maine 
homeowners losing their Homestead 
Exemption under LePage budget 
 
80% of Mainers making less than 
$92,000 a year: Those who will get a 
tax increase under LePage budget  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Read MECEP's Blog 

 

 

 

Featured Blog Post 

Garrett Martin's March 10 blog post 
calls out the flaws and misconceptions 
in the governor's Office of Policy and 
Management's analysis of the education 
funding initiative that voters approved 
last fall. 
 

The LePage administration’s Q2 
analysis gets it wrong  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Introducing MECEP's Chair of the Board 
 

Lee Webb assumed the chair of MECEP's board of 
directors for 2017. 

Lee Webb, had this to say about his election, "MECEP 
is the analytical backbone of the "good folks" in 
Augusta: great research, insightful analysis, well-
written reports, and an excellent staff. I am happy to 
be able to help. " 

Lee joined MECEP’s board in 2004. Lee was a leader in 
the student, civil rights, and peace movements in the 
1960s. He went on to found the Center for Policy 
Alternatives, focused on developing innovative ideas 
for state and local governments; worked for New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo; served as executive vice president of the NY Urban Development 
Corporation; vice president of Partners Health Care in Boston; and vice president at the 
New School University in New York. Lee has his BA from Boston University, MA from 
Goddard College, and Ph.D. in public administration and public policy from the Union 
Institute. He currently serves as a senior policy fellow for the Margaret Chase Smith Policy 
Center at the University of Maine. 
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MECEP in the News 
 

In case you missed them, MECEP's analyses were used by Maine journalists and bloggers 
and the radio news to inform public debate:  
 

Maine’s low health ranking is a call for action, not further backing off  

According to a recent [Maine Center for Economic Policy] report, the state has explicitly 
chosen not to pursue federal grant opportunities to address colorectal cancer screening 
rates, to improve water testing for arsenic and lead, and to address other critical public 
health problems and needs.  
March 30, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    
 

A commitment to poor children’s well-being is key to Maine’s future prosperity  

A recent data analysis shows that the percentage of Maine children living in deep poverty 
— defined as living on less than $10,000 a year for a family of three — has increased at a 
rate eight times greater than the national average, according to the Maine Center for 
Economic Policy.   
March 27, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

How Gov. LePage lost Maine almost $2 billion  

A new report from the Maine Center for Economic Policy shows how the government of 
Maine has forfeited or ignored more than $1.9 billion in federal funding since 2011 that 
could have gone to health care, economic development and other state priorities, at a cost 
of nearly 5,000 jobs annually.  
March 24, 2017 | The Beacon  
 

WZON Interview with Jody Harris 

Don Cookson of WZON-AM interviewed Jody Harris about MECEP's new report, Lost 
Federal Funds: Lost Opportunities for Maine.   
March 22, 2017 | WZON-AM    
 

Study: Maine Has Left $2 Billion in Federal Funds on Table in Past 5 Years  

Center Director Garrett Martin says that in addition to the loss of Medicaid expansion funds 
under the Affordable Care Act, the state missed out on matching highway funds estimated 
at $196 million. Martin says he hopes the study will be used by the legislature to rethink 
why they have not sought all federal funds that are available.  
March 21, 2017 | Maine Public    
 

New Bill Seeks to Eliminate 3% Surtax Approved Through Question 2  

Representatives from the Maine Center for Economic Policy testified against the bill. They 
claim the wealthiest 1% of Maine households will still pay a lower effective tax rate than 
75% of Maine’s middle class families.  
March 20, 2017 | WABI-TV    
 

Trump’s budget would have serious consequences in Maine  

The Trump budget is really a disaster from our perspective, and nothing more than a down 
payment on tax cuts for the wealthy at the expense of everyone else,” said Garrett Martin, 
executive director of the Maine Center for Economic Policy.   
March 16, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    
 

Lower-income residents have most to lose with GOP health plan   
The Maine Center for Economic Policy said older and lower-income Mainers would be 
particularly hard hit by the repeal plan. James Myall, health analyst for the center, said 
residents in Hancock, Washington and Aroostook counties have the highest health 
insurance premiums.  
March 15, 2017 | The Ellsworth American  
 

LePage, Democrats still can’t agree on the basic math of Question 2  
Garrett Martin, the executive director of the liberal, pro-referendum Maine Center for 
Economic Policy, said the initial piece of the analysis “doesn’t seem to pass the straight-
face test..."  
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March 10, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

WZON Interview with Garrett Martin  
Don Cookson of WZON-AM interviewed Garrett Martin about the LePage administration’s 
flawed analysis of the economic impacts of the successful Q2 education funding 
referendum.  
March 10, 2017 | WZON-AM  
 

Lawmakers shouldn’t let ideology trump the needs of real people  

The percentage of children living in deep poverty—family earnings of less than $10,000 a 
year—is growing faster in Maine than in any other state according to data from the Maine 
Center for Economic Policy.  
February 15, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Governor’s property tax relief cuts receive cold response  

The governor’s office has not provided an analysis of how many Mainers will benefit from 
the property tax credit, but according to the Maine Center for Economic Policy, 213,000 
Maine homeowners are ‘at risk of higher property taxes’ if the exemption is repealed. 
February 9, 2017 | Free Press    
 

LePage favors replacing ACA with insurance deregulation  

If the ACA were repealed without a replacement, approximately 95,000 Mainers would 
lose health insurance and costs to hospitals would increase by $475 million, according to 
Maine Center for Economic Policy.  
February 9, 2017 | Free Press    
 

Tax reform in the age of bad faith? No chance  

According to the Maine Center for Economic Policy, a left-leaning think tank, 912 families 
in Millinocket would see their property taxes skyrocket by $593 per year. It’s a similar story 
around the state, as property taxes go up an estimated $300.  
February 8, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Want to improve Maine’s future? Invest in our children  

From 2011 to 2015, the proportion of Maine children living in extreme poverty grew at 
eight times the national average, according to data from the Maine Center for Economic 
Policy.  
February 8, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
 

Here’s exactly how much Gov. LePage’s tax cuts for the wealthy would raise your 
property taxes  

Governor LePage’s budget proposal offers tax breaks worth $23,000 annually to Maine’s 
1%, while asking homeowners to pay an average of $300 more in already historically-high 
property taxes.  
February 7, 2017 | The Beacon    
 

LePage defends budget in appearance before legislative panels  

The Maine Center for Economic Policy says the top 1 percent of taxpayers will get an 
average overall tax cut of $23,000 a year, but argues that 4 out of every 5 families will see 
a tax increase.  
February 6, 2017 | Maine Public    
 

Gov. LePage’s proposed budget could lower income tax, increase property tax  

The Maine Center for Economic Policy believes LePage’s priorities are upside-down and 
that implementing a plan that gives tax breaks to the rich would actually increase property 
taxes for 80% of Maine families.  
February 6, 2017 | WABI-TV    
 

Reading between the lines of the LePage budget  

A broader analysis from the liberal Maine Center for Economic Policy looking at tax 
changes around income, sales, property, child care and pensions found it would raise taxes 
over current law for the bottom 80 percent of Maine households—those with less than 
$92,000 in annual income.  
February 6, 2017 | Bangor Daily News    
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Eye on Augusta: Biennial budget hearings on tax cuts begin next week  

The governor’s proposal cuts services communities rely on and pushes costs for education 
and other services onto cities and towns just two months after Mainers approved more 
state funding for education paid for by a tax on wealthy households.  
February 2, 2017 | (Rockland) Free Press    
 

Gov. LePage’s budget is a boon for wealthy, burden for working class  

Under the governor’s plan, tax increases on most Mainers won’t pay for better schools, 
better roads or better jobs. Instead, the governor uses these tax hikes to pay for more 
massive tax breaks for Maine’s wealthiest residents.  
February 2, 2017 | Portland Press Herald    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MECEP Matters is a monthly update on MECEP's work. If you know someone who 
is passionate about economic justice or interested in economic issues, please 
forward this email and encourage them to subscribe. 
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