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In Honor: Mark Sullivan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MECEP dedicates this annual report to Mark Sullivan, who retired in March 2017. 

Mark served as MECEP’s communications director for eight years before retiring, the culmination 

of 33 years of service to the people of Maine. Prior to coming to MECEP, Mark directed 

communications for the NO on 1/Protect Maine Equality referendum in 2009, where he worked 

tirelessly as spokesman for the $4.6 million statewide campaign. Mark served for 12 years as 

communications director and senior policy advisor to Congressman Tom Allen on the national 

stage. His enduring legacy is his work as the deputy commissioner for the Maine Department of 

Conservation, where he crafted the landmark legislation to create the Land for Maine’s Future 

program, and as director of the state’s Land and Water Resources Council, where he wrote the 

Maine Rivers Act. 

We at MECEP miss Mark’s wise counsel and guiding hand, and we wish him the best in his 

retirement. 

 

 

  

Was there ever a more loyal and loving friend, a more 

trustworthy and devoted colleague, a more skilled advocate for 

the natural environment and a just economy, a more gifted voice 

for all those without one, a more devoted state and municipal 

public servant?  

— Remarks by Richard Barringer and Martha Freeman 
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Dear Friend and Supporter, 

We are in a transitional moment.  

Upcoming changes in the Blaine House and Maine Legislature will bring new opportunities to 

achieve MECEP’s vision of economic justice and shared prosperity.  As we look ahead to what 

comes next, we reflect on our achievements in the past year. MECEP has been central to 

advancing meaningful change for Mainers and our communities.  

We are reducing poverty and boosting economic security.   

Tax policies MECEP proposed and passed with the help of legislative allies are boosting 

household incomes for low-income families by as much as $1,100 a year. In fact, newly available 

census data affirm the impact of these changes, indicating recently enacted state 

tax changes have helped lift more than 2,500 families out of poverty.  

We are helping to grow Maine’s economy through people-powered prosperity.  

MECEP was a vital contributor to the successful effort to increase access to health care at the 

ballot box. As a result, 70,000 Mainers are now eligible for access to affordable health coverage.   

During the legislative session, MECEP was one of the staunchest opponents of efforts to rollback 

Maine’s voter-approved minimum wage increase. Thanks to our analysis and advocacy, 38,000 

Mainers saw their paychecks grow as a direct result of the minimum wage increase in 2017, while 

even more will see increases in future years. MECEP also provided the analysis necessary to 

support a successful expansion of the property tax Homestead Exemption. 

When working families can keep up with basic expenses and see their doctor when they need 

to, we all come out ahead. MECEP has proven our ability to make a difference.  

None of our work would be possible without the commitment of dedicated staff, board 

members, and donors. In 2017 we welcomed Mario Moretto as our new communications 

director and promoted Megan Michaud to be our Director of External Affairs. Ben Chin, Ericka 

Dodge, and Lucy Van Hook all joined our board of directors.  

Each of these additions puts MECEP in an even stronger position to provide high-quality, credible 

analysis that makes a difference for Maine families in the years to come. 

Sincerely, 

 

Garrett Martin, Executive Director 
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Key Accomplishments 
 
 
 

 

Impact 

✓ Helped secure a wage increase for 103,000 Maine workers 

✓ Secured $162 million funding increase for K-12 schools; the  

  largest biennial increase in education funding in over a   

  decade 

✓ Helped win access to health care for 70,000 Mainers 

✓ Increased property tax relief by doubling the Homestead 

    exemption for Maine homeowners 

 

 

 

 

Featured Analysis 

✓ State of Working Maine 2017 

✓ Missed Opportunities in LePage Biennial Budget 

✓ Town-by-Town Property Tax Increase from proposed elimination 

    of Homestead Exemption 

✓ Lost Federal Funds: Lost Opportunity for Maine 

✓ Affordable Care Act Repeal Would be a Disaster for Maine 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocacy and Outreach 

✓ Reached more than 200,000 people and generated 894 phone 

    calls in opposition to harmful federal tax changes 

✓ Cited 130 times by the media 

✓ 48 percent increase in Facebook page likes 
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80%

8%

11%

Research and Analysis

Fundraising
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Financial Statement 
 

Revenues 

Grants ……… $846,255 

Donations ……… $202,094 

Other ……… $7,858 

 Total  $1,056,207 

 

 

 

Expenses 

 

 

 

 

Assets 

Net Assets Beginning of Year $472,190 Unrestricted Funds $455,208 
Net Assets End of Year $656,959 Temporarily Restricted Funds $201,751 

 

 

Note: The revenues over expenditures reflect restricted funds. MECEP operates on a modified cash basis where 

multi-year grant revenues received in 2017 are restricted for use in 2018.  

Research and 
Analysis 

 
……… 

 
$704,001 

Fundraising ……… $70,123 

Management 
and General 

 
……… 

 
$97,314 

 Total  $871,438 

80%

1%

22%

Foundations
Fees/Misc
Individual Donors
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MECEP Donors 
 

Individual Donors 

Ann and Jim Acheson – Barbara Alexander – John and Janet Alexander – Susan Allein and 

Richard Flanagan – Doug Allen – Tom and Diana Allen – Dan and Joan Amory – Philip Andrews 

Nixon – Colin Baker and Elaine Cinciva – Barney Balch and Patricia Matrai – Jo Anne and 

Michael Bander – David and Nancy Barber – Becky Bartovics – Diana Beach – Ann Beaudry – 

Anne Beebe-Center – Steve Bien - Michael Bigos and Rachel Lowe - Keith and Beth Bisson – 

Amy Blackstone – Emily and Jerry Bley – Erno and Victoria Bonebakker – Peter Bowman – 

Grace Braley – Hal Brewster – Marilyn Bronzi – Robin and Jeanne Brooks – Bill and 

Margarethe Brown – Richard and Anne Brown – George Burgoyne – Franklin and Susan 

Burroughs – Rick and Barbara Burt – Sandy Butler – Laura Buxbaum – Lynn Caldwell – Philip 

Caper and Karen Foster – Brownie and Dana Carson – Mary Cathcart and James Dearman – 

Mike and Dianne Cavanaugh – Andrew and Judith Coburn – James Reed Coles – John Cotton 

– Pamela Cox and Richard Kessler – Bill Creighton – Jeanine Crockett – Judith Cuddy – Scott 

Cuddy – James Davey – Lynn Davey and Ben Dudley – Sue Davis and Mary Jane Bush – Mac 

Deford – Orlando and Judy Delogu – Carla Dickstein – Ericka Dodge – John and Laura Dorrer 

– Larry Dumont – Emily Trask-Eaton and Jim Eaton – Thomas Eichler and Wendy Ross – Jim 

Elkins – Marvin Ellison and Franklin Brooks – Jonathan Falk and Laura Levenson – Irv Faunce 

and Jan Collins – Susan Feiner and Bruce Roberts – Peter Felsenthal and Jennifer Litchfield – 

Laura Fortman – Fran and Fen Fowler – Elizabeth Fraser – Leonard Freeman – Martha 

Freeman and Richard Barringer – Stanley Freeman – Anne Gass and Richard Leavitt – Paul 

and Jean Gilbert – Waldo Gilpatrick – Eleanor Goldberg and Malcolm Burson – Adam Goode 

– Bill and Monica Grabin – Geoff Gratwick and  Lucy Quimby – Arthur Greif and Donna Mae 

Karlson – Cyrus and Patricia  Hagge – David Haines – Amy Hanauer – Jody Harris – Linda 

Harvell – Karen Heck and Bruce Olson – Charles and Suzanne Hedrick – Steven Hendrickson 

– Joseph Higdon and Ellen Sudow – Daniel Hildreth – Marianne Hill – Mary Anne Hillery – 

Maria Hinteregger – Wayne and Sharon Hobson – Michael Howard – Sherry Huber – Marcus 

and Andrea Hutchins – Tim Ingraham – David and Nancy Jackson – Charlie Jacobs and 

Rebecca Stanley – Elizabeth Johns and John Maddaus – Bambi Jones and David Moskovitz – 

Julia Kahrl – Taylor Kay – Elery Keene – Thomas Kelley and Lucinda White – Valerie Kelly – 

Lock Kiermaier – Elizabeth and James Kilbreth – Steve and Silvia King – Eleanor Kinney – Dan 

and Caitlin Koehler – Ted Koffman and Joanna Allen – Peter Kraut and Sadie Fowler – Ronald 

Kreisman and Roberta de Araujo – Lynne Lamstein – Jodie Lapchick – Jana Lapoint – Adam 

and Diane Lee – Cathy Lee and Bob Moyer – Jonathan Lee – Joan Leitzer and Kenneth Spirer 

– Peter and Kathleen Leslie – Harold and Susan Lewis – Bonnie and Ben Lounsbury – Ben 

Lund and Barbara Granville – Ann Luther and Alan Vlach – Elizabeth Mahoney – Tony and 
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Marianne Marple – Garrett Martin and Jennifer Mayher – Sarah and James Matel – James 

Matlack – Carolyn and David May – Janet May – William and Caroline Mayher – Andrew and 

Anne McAuliff – Frank and Susan McGinty – Beth McPherson and Paul Kando – Samuel 

McReynolds – Edna and Patrick McTeague – Leslie and  Peter Merrill – Peter Millard and Emily 

Wesson – Lisa and Roy Miller – Rebecca Millett and Kevin Kobel – Margot and Roger Milliken 

– Peter Mills – Stacy Mitchell and Jacob Halpert – Charles Morrison – Sadhbh Neilan – William 

and Pia Neilson – Lindsay and Mark Nelsen –  Ann and Jeff Nelson – Robert and Stephanie 

Nelson – Chip Newell and Susan Morris – Charles and Ellen Newton – Mark Nordenson and 

Moira Simonds – Bill and Rita Nugent – Mary O'Brien and Stephen Naculich – Tom Offit – 

Donald Osier – Elizabeth Park – Avanel Payne – David and Julie Pease – Fred Pease – Cara 

Pelletier – Anne Perry – Phil and Pam Person – Katrina Petersen – Susan Petersmeyer – Ron 

and Suzanne Phillips – Hannah Pingree and Jason Mann – Pam and Peter Plumb – Lisa 

Pohlmann and Kathy Sparrow – Thomas Poirier – Ellen Pope and  Patrick Welch – Bonita 

Preston – Anneliese Pugh – Diane and William Racine – Jennifer Reed – Ala and William Reid 

– John Rensenbrink – Wilfred Richard and Lindsay Dorney – Betty Robinson – William Roche 

– Doug Rooks – Stephen and Wilma Rose – Jill Rosenthal – Jenny Rottmann – Bonnie Rukin – 

Jack Russell and Sandy Wilcox – Marie Sabin – Kerry Sack – Linda Sanborn – Alexis and 

Christine Sant – Blanca Santiago and Jon Bradley – Karen Saum – George and Joyce Schelling 

– Paul Schroeder and Mary Hough – Maxine Sclar and Robert Yamartino – Ellen Seidman – 

Stephen Shannon and Barbara Winterson – Sarah Shed and Joel Davis – Charles Sheketoff 

and Naseem Rakha – Bradford Sherwood – James Skoglund – Bill and Ursula Slavick – Richard 

and Alice Spencer – Christopher and Eunice St. John – Susan St. John – James St. Pierre – 

Sarah Standiford and Jeff Fetterer – Francine and Chris Stark – Susan Stedman – Philip Steele 

and Francesca Galluccio-Steele – Ron Stegall – Ned Steinberger and Denise Soucy – Jon 

Steuerwalt – Elizabeth Stevens – Frederick and Anne Stocking – David and Kathleen Stuchiner 

– Joan Sturmthal and Jon Lund – Catherine Syrett – Annee Tara and Tom Rumpf – Karen and 

Nils Tcheyan – Sheldon and Denise Tepler – Ken and Eve Thorson – Tom and Gretchen 

Tietenberg – Bronwen and David Tudor – Marlee Turner – Mary Anne Turowski – David and 

June Vail – Lucy Van Hook – Eloise Vitelli – Kathy Walker – Ted and Candace Walworth – 

Elizabeth and Mike Saxl – Steve and Casey Ward – Tom Ward and Ivan Borja – Gretta Wark – 

Lee Webb – Nina Weissberg and Stuart Martin – Gail and James Werrbach – James Westfall – 

Kenneth and Barbara Wexler – Kitty and Mark Wheeler – Mariellen Whelan – Martha White 

and Taylor Allen – David and Anita Wihry – Margaret Wilson and Lloyd Van Lunen – Paul and 

Linda Wilson – Carol and Joe Wishcamper – Ann Woloson – Robert Wood and Emme-King 

Peterson – Douglas and Judy Woodbury – Donna Yellen – Peter and Margaret Zack –

Anonymous (9) 
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Grantors 

Bingham Program – Bob Crewe Foundation – Center for Responsible Lending – Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities – Elmina B. Sewall Foundation – Ford Foundation – Helen and 

George Ladd Charitable Corporation – Hopewell Fund – Maine Health Access Foundation – 

Working Poor Families Project 

In Recognition 

Lynn Davey – Lock Kiermaier – Mark Sullivan 

In Memory 

Ruth Benedict – Joe Mayo – Milton C. Hillery  

MaineShare 

MECEP is a proud member of MaineShare, which provides funding to more than 40 

statewide organizations working every day to make Maine a better place to live. 
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MECEP Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sarah Austin, 

Policy Analyst 

Jody Harris, 

Associate 

Director 

Garrett Martin, 

Executive 

Director 

Mario Moretto, 

Communications 

Director 

James Myall, 

Policy Analyst 

Megan Michaud, 

Director of 

External Affairs 

Marpheen 

Chann, Digital 

Communications 
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MECEP Board of Directors 
 

Lee Webb, Chair 

Senior Policy Fellow, Margaret Chase 

Smith Policy Center 

Union, Maine 

Lynn Davey, Ph.D., Vice Chair 

Principal, Davey Strategies 

Portland, Maine 

Chip Newell, Treasurer 

Principal, The NewHeight Group 

Portland, Maine 

Lock Kiermaier, Secretary 

Retired Fiscal and Program Analyst, Maine 

Legislature – Principal, Kiermaier 

Consulting 

Augusta, Maine 

Sandra S. Butler, Ph.D. 

Professor, School of Social Work, 

University of Maine 

Orono, Maine 

Ben Chin 

Political Engagement Director, Maine 

People’s Alliance 

Lewiston, Maine 

Pamela Cox 

Retired Senior Vice President, World Bank 

Group 

Bath, Maine 

Scott Cuddy 

Director, Social Media Marketing,  

Saco Design, Inc.  

Winterport, Maine 

Ericka Dodge 

Communications and Organizational 

Consultant 

Portland, Maine 

John Dorrer 

Retired Labor Economist 

Brunswick, Maine 

Karen Heck 

Program Officer, The Bingham Program 

Waterville, Maine 

Lucky Van Hook 

Community Development Manager, Our 

Katahdin 

Millinocket, Maine 

Marcus Hutchins 

Retired Economist 

Southport, Maine 


