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Dear Friend and Supporter, 

What a year! Not only did we celebrate our 25th anniversary, but our work fueled policy 
solutions that improved Mainers’ lives. In 2019, we passed policies to ensure: 

A fairer tax code: For the first time in decades, Mainers with the lowest incomes will no longer 
pay a larger share of their income to state and local taxes than the wealthiest. This 
achievement is the result of MECEP’s work to create, expand, and improve tax credits and 
exemptions that benefit families with low incomes, such as the Earned Income Tax Credit and 
Homestead Exemption. Those households are now eligible for more than $2,000 in refundable 
tax credits annually — money that helps hundreds of thousands of families afford the basics.  

Greater economic security: MECEP conducted research to support successful campaigns to 
increase Mainers’ incomes. That includes the citizen initiative to increase Maine’s minimum 
wage to $12, which has already spurred the largest wage increase for Mainers with low income 
and the steepest decline in child poverty in a decade. MECEP also helped create and win 
Maine’s new, first-in-the-nation statewide law for paid time off. The ability to take paid leave in 
the event of illness or emergency will save Mainers millions of dollars in lost wages. 

Improved access to health care: Mainers want more health care, not less. MECEP was a leader 
in the 2017 Medicaid expansion referendum, which made 70,000 Mainers with low incomes 
eligible for health care coverage through the Affordable Care Act. MECEP partnered with allies 
to demonstrate the health and economic benefits of Medicaid expansion — including nearly 
6,000 jobs and $684 million in economic activity generated by additional coverage and federal 
funds. Now that expansion is the law of the land, and Maine is beginning to reap the benefits. 

Protection from predatory student loan companies: MECEP’s research on the effect of 
predatory student loan servicers prompted enactment of a new Student Loan Bill of Rights, 
which will protect Mainers from unnecessary fees and charges, reduced credit scores, and 
even bankruptcy. Mainers carry more than $6 billion in education debt. Thanks to MECEP’s 
efforts, student loan companies will have to work in good faith to help borrowers pay down 
their debt. And they’ll have to answer to a new State Student Loan Ombudsman when 
borrowers report being mistreated. 

We thank all our donors, supporters, board members and staff for being a part of our efforts 
to move Maine toward shared prosperity this year and in the years to come.   

Sincerely, 

 

 
Garrett Martin, Executive Director 
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Key Accomplishments 
Impact 

 Boosted household incomes for families with low income 
by as much as $1,100 a year through new tax policies 
proposed by MECEP 

 Led successful effort to more than double Maine’s EITC, 
increasing the maximum state credit, boosting incomes for 
the working poor, and expanding eligibility to about 16,000 
childless young adults with low income 

 Helped pass a minimum wage rate increase from $11 to $12, boosting wages for nearly 
171,000 workers and delivering raises worth nearly $158 million 

 Collaborated with the Coalition on Racial Equity to champion a state level permanent 
commission to examine economic disparities for non-white populations in Maine 

 
 

Featured Analysis 
 State of Working Maine 2019 
 Food insecurity in Maine 
 Big-box stores roll out ‘dark store theory’ for tax avoidance in 

Maine 
 Maine reaches new milestone in tax fairness  
 Data on racial inequality shows need for solutions to advance 

racial justice 
 Paid family and medical leave proposal would provide fair 

benefits to nearly all Mainers 
 Legislature must raise revenue to fill shortfalls from LePage-era tax cuts 
 MECEP Map: Economic Insights for Maine’s Legislative Districts – 2019 

 
 

Advocacy and Outreach 
 Reached more than 200,000 people and generated 894 

phone calls in opposition to harmful federal tax changes 
 Delivered testimony on 45 bills before the Maine 

legislature 
 Cited 167 times by the media — a more than 28 percent 

increase over 2018 
 48 percent increase in Facebook page likes 
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Financial Statement 
 

Revenues 

Grants ……… $1,168,016 

Donations ……… $237,877 

Other ……… $8,475 

 Total  $1,414,368 
 

 

 

Expenses 
 

 

 

Assets 

Net Assets Beginning of Year $599,609 Unrestricted Funds $394,988 
Net Assets End of Year $798,967 Temporarily Restricted Funds $183,972 

 
Note: The revenues over expenditures reflect restricted funds. MECEP operates on a modified cash basis where multi-year 
grant revenues received in 2019 are restricted for use in 2020.  

Research 
and Analysis 

……… $975,883 

Fundraising ……… $104,046 

Management 
and General 

……… $139,475 

 Total  $1,219,404 

82%

17%
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80%
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MECEP Donors 
 

Individual Donors 

Nancy Adams • Barbara Alexander • John and Janet Alexander • Justin and Rachael Alfond • 
Doug Allen • Tom and Diana Allen • Dan and Joan Amory • Jo Anne and Michael Bander • 
Brian Banton and Nadia Celis • David and Nancy Barber • Diana Beach • Ann Beaudry • Betsy 
Biemann • Nancy Birkhimer • Keith and Beth Bisson • Emily and Jerry Bley • Erno and Victoria 
Bonebakker • Peter Bowman • Grace Braley • Hal Brewster • Marilyn Bronzi • Frank Brooks 
and Marvin Ellison • Jeanne Brooks • Bill and Margarethe Brown • Richard and Anne Brown • 
Susan and Franklin Burroughs • Barbara and Rick Burt • Sandy Butler • Laura Buxbaum • 
Philip Caper and Karen Foster • Mary Cathcart and James Donovan • Mike and Dianne 
Cavanaugh • Nora Charles • James Reed Coles • Pamela Cox and Richard Kessler • Margaret 
Craven • Bill Creighton • Daniel Crewe • Jeanine Crockett • Judith Cuddy • Scott Cuddy • 
Orlando and Judy Delogu • Sara Dickey • Carla Dickstein • John and Laura Dorrer • Marlene 
D’Souza-Dye • Mary Dunn • Robert Duplessie • Beth Edmonds • Thomas Eichler and Wendy 
Ross • Jim and Kathryn Elkins • Jonathan Falk and Laura Levenson • Susan Feiner and Bruce 
Roberts • Peter Felsenthal and Jennifer Litchfield • Christina Foster • Fran and Fen Fowler • 
Marty Fox and Thyle Shartar • Leonard Freeman • Martha Freeman and Dick Barringer • 
Deborah Friedman • Beth Gallie • Anne Gass and Richard Leavitt • Holly Gerlaugh-Weidner • 
Paul and Jean Gilbert • Waldo Gilpatrick • Eleanor Goldberg and Malcolm Burson • Bill and 
Monica Grabin • Geoff Gratwick and  Lucy Quimby • Arthur Greif and Donna Mae Karlson • 
David and Alice Haines • Amy Hanauer • Linda Harvell • Charles and Suzanne Hedrick • Steven 
Hendrickson • Mike Herz and Kate Josephs • Joe Higdon and Ellen Sudow • Maria Hinteregger 
• Wayne and Sharon Hobson • Mary Hough and Paul Schroeder • Michael Howard and Valerie 
Carter • Marcus and Andrea Hutchins • Tim and Joanie Ingraham • David and Nancy Jackson 
• Charlie Jacobs and Rebecca Stanley • John Janell • Wick and Ruth Johnson • Bambi Jones and 
David Moskovitz • Julia Kahrl • Taylor Kay • Samuel and Louise Kaymen • Michael Kebede • 
Allison Keef • Elery Keene • Beth and Jamie Kilbreth • Eleanor Kinney • Dan and Caitlin Koehler 
• Ted Koffman and Joanna Allen • Ronald Kreisman and Roberta de Araujo • Karen Kusiack • 
John and Susan Lacasse • Michael and Rebecca Lambert • Jana Lapoint • Cathy Lee and Bob 
Moyer • Bud and Susan Lewis • Jeffrey and Marilee Lovit • Ronna and Emile Lugosch • Ben 
Lund and Barbara Granville • Jane and John Lunt • Ann Luther and Alan Vlach • Stephen 
Malcolm and Martha Barrett • Emily Manter • Paty Matrai • Carolyn and David May • Alec 
Maybarduk • Bill and Caroline Mayher • Andrew and Anne McAuliff • Frank and Susan 
McGinty • Beth McPherson and Paul Kando • Samuel McReynolds • Edna and Patrick 
McTeague • Peter Millard and Emily Wesson • Lisa and Roy Miller • Margot and Roger Milliken 
• Peter Mills • Stacy Mitchell and Jacob Halpert • Chip Morrison • Sadhbh Neilan • William and 
Pia Neilson • Lindsay and Mark Nelsen •  Ann and Jeff Nelson • Robert and Stephanie Nelson 
• Chip Newell • Don Nicoll • Mary O'Brien and Stephen Naculich • Frank O’Hara and Jane 



mececp.org   ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

 
 5 

O’Rourke • Donald Osier • David and Julie Pease • Fred Pease • Anne Perry • Susan 
Petersmeyer • Geri and Charlene Petruccelli • Ron and Suzanne Phillips • Marjorie Phyfe • 
Peter Pitegoff and Ann Casady • Pam and Peter Plumb • Thomas Poirier • Bonnie Preston • 
Lili and Alex Pugh • Mackin and Christy Pulsifer • Ala and William Reid • Barbara Reinertsen 
and Tery Nordmann • Sarah Rheault • Wilfred Richard • James Richter • Zak Ringelstein • Betty 
Robinson and Victoria Larson • Bill Roche • Jill Rosenthal • Bonnie Rukin • Jack Russell and 
Sandy Wilcox • Cheryl Rust • Linda and Jeff Sanborn • Lex and Christine Sant • George and 
Joyce Schelling • Matt Schlobohm and Kate Brennan • Ellen Seidman • Syd and Deb Sewall • 
Stephen Shannon and Barbara Winterson • Sarah Shed • Moira Simonds and Mark 
Nordenson • Alison Smith • Jane Smith • Richard and Alice Spencer • Ken and Joan Spirer • 
Lucas St. Clair • Susan St. John and Robert Rheault • Jym St. Pierre • Sarah Standiford and Jeff 
Fetterer • Francine and Chris Stark • Susie Stedman • Fred and Anne Stocking • David and 
Kathleen Stuchiner • Joan Sturmthal and Jon Lund • Katie Syrett • Annee Tara and Tom Rumpf 
• Karen and Nils Tcheyan • Sheldon and Denise Tepler • Ken and Eve Thorson • Tom and 
Gretchen Tietenberg • Emily Trask-Eaton and Jim Eaton • Bronwen and David Tudor • Mary 
Anne Turowski • David and June Vail • Lucy Van Hook • Kathy and Calvin Walker • Rob Walker 
• Ted and Candace Walworth • Tom Ward and Ivan Borja • Elizabeth Ward-Saxl and Mike Saxl 
• Thom Watson • Lee Webb • Nina Weissberg and Stuart Martin • Kitty and Mark Wheeler • 
Mariellen Whelan • Martha White and Taylor Allen • Paul and Linda Wilson • Carol and Joe 
Wishcamper • Douglas and Judy Woodbury • Timothy Wyant • Donna Yellen • Peter and 
Margaret Zack • Joseph Zamboni • Anonymous (9)  
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Grantors 

Center for Responsible Lending • Center on Budget and Policy Priorities • Consumers for 
Affordable Health Care • Economic Opportunity Funders • Elmina B. Sewall Foundation • Ford 
Foundation • Helen and George Ladd Charitable Corporation • Hopewell Fund • Maine 
Community Foundation • Maine Health Access Foundation • Maine People’s Resource Center 
• The Annie E. Casey Foundation • The Chestnut Fund • Twig Foundation 

In Recognition 

Christopher “Kit” St. John • Governor Janet Mills • Sherri Streeter • Jody Harris 

In Memory 

Joe Mayo • P. Donald Moses • Ruth Benedict  

MaineShare 

MECEP is a proud member of MaineShare, which provides funding to more than 40 
statewide organizations working every day to make Maine a better place to live. 
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MECEP Staff 
 

   
Sarah Austin 
Tax and Budget Policy Analyst 

Jody Harris 
Associate Director 

Garrett Martin 
Executive Director 

   
Megan Michaud 
Director of External Affairs 

Mario Moretto 
Communications Director 

James Myall 
Economic Policy Analyst 

  

 

Cara Scozzafava 
Digital Communications and   
Design Manager 

Ellen Skakalski 
Development Associate 
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MECEP Board of Directors 

Lee Webb, Chair 
Senior Policy Fellow, Margaret Chase 
Smith Policy Center 
Union, Maine 

Pamela Cox, Vice-Chair 
Retired, Senior Vice President, 
World Bank Group 
Bath, Maine 

Chip Newell, Treasurer 
Principal, The NewHeight Group 
Portland, ME 

Sandra S. Butler, Ph.D., Secretary 
Professor, School of Social Work, 
University of Maine 
Orono, Maine 

Ben Chin 
Deputy Director, Maine People’s Alliance 
Lewiston, Maine 

Maulian Dana 
Tribal Ambassador, Penobscot Nation 
Indian Island, Maine 

Michael Kebede 
Attorney, Verrill Dana 
South Portland, Maine 

Marcus Hutchins 
Retired, Economist 
Southport, Maine 

Stacy Mitchell 
Co-Director, Institute for 
Local Self-Reliance 
Portland, Maine 

Matt Schlobohm 
Executive Director, Maine AFL-CIO 
Greene, Maine 

Lucky Van Hook 
Community Outreach Program Manager, 
Our Katahdin 
Millinocket, Maine 




